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* Has won multiple criminal sexual conduct dismissals 


Ice Dam Prevention & Removal 
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'THE WEDDING Issue. It's 
kind of a big deal, double enten- 
dre intended. 

Weddings and marriage and 
legislation and love. Hopefully, 
we'll look back on 2012 as the 
year that banning same-sex 
marriage was kept out of the 
constitution. Still, it won't be 
legal-even if somehow passed 
in Minnesota-due to the De- 
fense of Marriage Act. 

Still. And. But. We have a 
Wedding Issue. 

Why? 

Because you keep having 
weddings. 

You are committing your- 
selves to each other. You are 
signing documents. You are 


From [he Editor: 
The Wedding Issue 


— by Andy Lien 


rallying your friends and family 
to bear witness to your love. 

You are loving. 

Lavender has put out 
Wedding Issues in the past, 
but they've been small-a few 
articles here, a few photos 
there. Perhaps they've been 
indications of how we've been 
pussy-footing around the issue 
of weddings, until now. 

This issue-in your hands, on 
your screen, on your iPad-is ev- 
idence that same-sex weddings 
are a force to be reckoned with, 
as are the people getting mar- 
ried. And their friends. And 
their families. And the wedding 
industry, itself. As I approached 
people to potentially contribute 


to this publication's editorial 
content, I asked: 1.) Do you 
work with same-sex couples and 
2.) if you do, do you have pho- 
tography or stories you'd like 

to share? The response was 
overwhelmingly positive. Many 
wedding industry profession- 
als welcome you. They want to 
work with you. And, many who 
already have, are featured in the 
pages here. 

These folks aren't quite 
pioneers, as people have been 
having union and commit- 
ment ceremonies for a long 
time. But, "coming out" as 
supporting same-sex weddings 
from within an industry that has 
relied solely upon heterosexual- 


ity, well...these advertisers and 
vendors deserve some major 
props for being on the front end 
of the wave that is sure to come. 

What I hope most is that 
you see yourself in these pages, 
whether you've got a wedding 
in your future or your past, as 
a bride or groom or guest. Or 
whatever you would like to 
call yourself. The significance 
of this issue is that it lends 
legitimacy to what we're work- 
ing toward. Equal rights. A 
legitimacy that includes you. 

All my best, 

Andy O 


See expanded issue online and via iPad 
app. 


Happy 


Lose up to 
20 Ibs in 
A Weeks!” 


dual results may vary. 


Woodbury 
“l lost 20 Ibs” 
with Medifast” 


Its nota Miracle. I f Medifast. 


888.920.9270 MedifastMN.com 
de 
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CI CONSULTATION | 


Q Family Law / Divorce QO Criminal Defense 
C] Child Support C) Business & Civil Litigation 
C) Domestic Partnerships AQ Wills and Powers of Attorney 


Attorney at Law www.rsjlaw.com 


i | Randall S: Johuson (681) 646-3755 | | 


Providing affordable legal services to the GLBT community since 1992 
yt L Offices conveniently located at Highway 94 and Snelling Avenue 


Meet a mortgage banker with 


Brains & Heart. 


Home is where Mark Grunewald's heart is, and 
when you find your perfect home, he has the 
brains to work out the right numbers. It takes 
brains AND heart to be a great mortgage banker. 
Ready to make your heart/home connection? 


iberal. 


((( 
THE Go) 
AM950radio.com di Voice 


Mark Grunewald 
Mortgage Banker 


952-220-5260 
www.markgrunewald.com 


Over 100 Years strong, step into the possibilities, 
and set the date for your next event with us. 


Weddings 
Special Events 
Community Events 
Social Gatherings 


PRIME MORTGAGE 


The smart way home? 


Contact Tim Welsh, Catering Director 
Tel: 612-813-5300 
www.womansclub.org 
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-dgewise: A Defense of Marriage 


—» by E.B. Boatner 


IN JUNE 2008, I attended 
the First (and the Last) Annual 
Celebration of Marriage in Palm 
Springs. It was impossible to 
remain dry-eyed as couples just- 
paired to partners of decades 
were able to legally marry in 
California. 

It was nearly impossible to 
remain dry-eyed that November 
as Californians voted in Prop 8 
and stopped the gay marriage 
flow. This February 8, a federal 
appeals court declared Prop 8 
unconstitutional, forcing sup- 
porters to ask for a larger panel 
of the Ninth Circuit United 
States Court of Appeals to take 
up the case, or choose to appeal 


directly to the Supreme Court. 

The violence and determina- 
tion with which one sector of 
United States citizens fights to 
curb the rights of another is 
disheartening, as is the fact that 
the Federal Defense of Mar- 
riage Act (DOMA) still stands. 

In the latest on that front, 
DOMA was also declared un- 
constitutional by Judge Jeffrey 
White in a California suit filed 
by Karen Golinski, who sued 
after the U.S. Office of Person- 
nel Management refused to 
provide health coverage for her 
legal wife. Three GOP congres- 
sional leaders are now appeal- 
ing that ruling. 


And what is this Mar- 
riage they are fighting to 
defend? Surely not the current 
one, where nearly half of the 
unions between members of the 
opposite sex are dissolving? 

Here Come the Brides (see 
Books) reveals in first-person 
accounts what at least these 
lesbians are looking for, and it 
turns out to be what I posit that 
gays-or any other marriage- 
minded humans-are looking 
for: Another human (not their 
pet) to legally wed; to share the 
future, make a life, be with in the 
end. With children, or without; 
not all op-sex married couples 
choose to produce them, either. 


As Susan Goldberg, one of 
the Brides brides whose mom 
died just before the wedding af- 
ter the celebrants had assem- 
bled, said, “And that’s the thing 
about weddings: "Done right, 
they bring together more than 
two people. They knit families 
and friends together, make us 
collectively stronger. And that's 
why, for me at least, the issue 
of gay marriage resonates: The 
human rights it protects and 
enshrines extend beyond the 
two brides or two grooms to 
their parents, their siblings, 
their communities." 

Now, in my book, that's a 
defense of marriage. O 


a poem 
written by 
Mark Halla 


The picture of Jesus on the cross brings tears to my eyes, 
| remember the man, whom for us did die, 
He had created the world with a sweep of His hand, 
then humbled himself and came to Earth as a man. 


Created in His image, yet fallen so far, we had turned 


away from God and we drifted afar. 


For us he did come, God on Earth, a savior no doubt, 
a chance for new birth. The gift is free, for all who believe, 


eternal life for you and for me! 


Our cross He did bear, my sin and yours, 
temporarily separated from God the Father, totally abhorred. 
The same hands that had once sculpted me as clay 


now bore the marks of sin's decay! 


Yet He defeated death, once for all, rising as prophesied 


three days after the fall. 


We are called to spread the Good News that "Jesus lives" 
and evidence with our lives that we are His! 


You see, the tears | have are not tears of sorrow 


but rather tears of joy that 
Christ saved me yesterday, 
today and tomorrow! 


Thanks 
be to God!!! 


INRI: Translated this was a sign posted by 
Pontius Pilate that read “Jesus of Nazareth 
the King of the Jews” See John 19:19-20 
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HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, P.A. 


Practicing in the areas of Family Law, Probate, Business, Criminal Law, 
Civil Litigation, Domestic Partnerships, Wills and Trusts, Real Estate, 
Employment Discrimination, Administrative Law, and Mediation. 


We're pleased to welcome Jean Brandl to our team. 


413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul - (651) 330-8508 


WWW.HELTZERHOUGHTALING.COM 
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LOVE IS 
LOUDER 


"E 
ESPECTFUL. 
ILY-CENTERE 


Office of Admission 651-748-5577 
moundsparkacademy.org 


2051 Larpenteur Avenue East 
Saint Paul, MN 55109 


ELIMINATE THE 
HASSLE OF GLASSES 
AND CONTACTS NOW! 


Dr. John Foley 


Medical Director 


THOUSANDS OF PROCEDURES 
PERSONALLY PERFORMED 


Life changing results 
without spending your 
life savings. Save up 
to 50% every day on 
Custom Wavefront LASIK 


ACT BY APR 30" 


iu^ Save even more with your 


Aging isn't easy. Q 


Caregiving doesn't need du. 
to be hard. A 


TRAINING TO SERVE 
Board of Directors 


If a loved one is getting older and needs care, 
Right at Home offers services for almost any 
situation. Our in-home care lets loved ones enjoy 
life in the comfort of a familiar environment. 
And it lets you concentrate on caring instead of 
caregiving. Give us a call and let us develop a 
Custom Care Plan for your loved one today. 


Right 
at 
Home: 


In Home Care & Assistance 


952.854.6122 
www.RAH-tc.net 


Brian Johnston, 
Loan Officer 
NML#362936 
brian@femort.com 
952.697.3525 Office 
619.356.9005 Cell 


David Lozinski, 
Sr. Loan Officer 


FIRST EQUITY pene 
MORTGAGE o 


952.697.3525 Office 
“Gay owned and operated” 


612.868.6968 Cell 
È ip FHA. VA approved 


Small company feel, 
Big company products. ! 
$1 Billion in loans originated. S 


CALL JOFFE FOR YOUR (AST EYE EXAM AND FOR MORE DETAILS! 


SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY 


SEE FOR YOURSELF WHY JOFFE IS THE SMART CHOICE FOR LASIK 


Multiple custom 7 Our financing plans 
Personalized È 
lasers to treat: follow-up vision care and and Best Price 
Nearsightedness FREE ENHANCEMENTS, Guarantee make LASIK 
Farsightedness affordable to more people 


ASTIGMATISM BEcawse We Care: than ever before. 


CALL 866-685-6994 
Vision Care or Flex Plan. OR VISIT WWW.JOFFE.COM 
ASK US HOW! 271 Berni souh Meno ues JOFFE 


MEDI*CENTER 
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SEDGWICK 


HEATING + AC | COMFORT YOU CAN COUNT ON 


SERVICE 


Wi 
SAVE $1,000 


rand Air Conditioner, 
onaitioner, 
orlMorelon a New Boiler, Plus Rebates and Tax Credits. 
Plus) Rebates and Tax (Credits. 
www.SedgwickHeating.com 
(612) 284-6271 
Serving all of the Twin Cities. 


NARAL 
Pro-Choice Minnesota 
Foundation 


Saturday, April 14, 2012 


Como Park, Saint Paul 


8:00am - Registration 
8:45am - Pro-Choice Rally 
9:00am - Start 


Registration will CLOSE Tuesday, April 10th - and registration 
will be capped at 500 participants! Please, register today! 


www.firstgiving.com/prochoiceminnesota/runforyourrights 
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by E.B. Boatner 


Ed. Audrey Bilger & Michele Kort 
Seal Press 
$17 


Not all roses and champagne-though 
roses flourish and champagne 
flows-the book covers marriage; first 
stirrings, Candace Walsh, “A Tale of 
Two Cakes;” the carrying-through, 
Amelia Sauter’s cartoon “As the Girl 
Turns;” and some of the sadder, later, 
and sometimes inevitable breakups 
endured by couples of all genders, 
Eria Dyson’s “Eschaton, or The Gay 
Divorcées.” There is the lovely and 
historical “The First Brides: A 
Conversation with Kate Kendell and 
Phylis Lyon.” As the piece notes, Lyon 
and her late partner of fifty-six years, 
Del Martin, are “the legendary lesbians 
of twentieth-century California history,” 
among the founders of the Daughters 
of Bilitis and the first to marry in 
California 2004 and again in 2008. This 
engaging collection of first-person 
accounts makes an absorbing read. 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES Pa. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 23 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 


e Family/Divorce/Custody * Auto Accidents/Injuries 


e Second Parent Adoptions e Domestic Partnerships 
* Employment Law 
* Bankruptcy 


e Wills & Trusts 
e Business Law 


Coi RTS e | 
Skyway level offices 
612.332.5100 
www. BENS law. corn 


Elizabeth Cloutier 
PFLAG Member 


A GREAT WAY 
TO UPGRADE TO 
A NEW BIKE, 
CANOE OR 
KAYAK! 


MARCH 31ST & APRIL 1ST AT HOIGAARD’S 
REGISTER TO SELL & MORE DETAILS. www.HOIGAARDS.COM/GOTO/SWAP 


SELL YOUR OLD BIKE/BOAT or BUY A BIKE/BOAT 
PLUS: GET GREAT DEALS ON LAST YEAR’S BIKES! 


Miracle Mile Shopping Center ¢ 5425 Excelsior Blvd. e St. Louis Park 
952.929.1351 e WWW.HOIGAARDS.COM 


, Minnesotans will vote whether or not 
to impose a permanent Constitutional ban on marriage for 
same-sex couples. 


It would be a permanent dis-invitation to our full equality. 
And we need your help to stop it. 


Whether or not you want to get married, 
to stop this Amendment from 
taking away our basic freedom to marry — forever. 


Visit us at , to join the 
conversation and stand up for marriage equality. 


Speak Now. Or Forever 
Hold Your Peace. MM TERN 
Paid for by Minnesotans United for All Families. UNITED 


This isn't how my life 
was supposed | to. be. 
Get Options. M» 


Get respect. 
Get clean. 


e Certified treatment 
facility 
e LGBT exclusive 


e Substance abuse 
treatment 


e Sexual and mental health pro 


* Retreat-like setting 
e 25 years of experience 


PRIDE 
INSTITUTE 


Creating a Healthy LGBT Community 


800-547-7433 


pride-institute.com/life 
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WE WERE married in 
midmorning and divorced by 
lunchtime. I only agreed to a 
wedding because I thought the 
midriff-baring football jersey 
he wore was cute. We had only 
known each other for a few 
months and had barely spoken. 
Our courting amounted to me 
and a bunch of friends chasing 
him until he slipped and fell in 
a mud puddle and had to call 
his mom to bring a clean set 
of clothes. The wedding party 
was antsy, gigely, completely 
lacking the called-for decorum. 
I don't remember who offici- 
ated over the proceedings but I 
know they were short: “Lannie, 
will you marry Skip? That is go- 
ing to make him your husband, 
you know.” “Yeah, I know,” I 
rolled my eyes. “Skip, are you 
going to marry Lannie? Then 
she'll be your wife!" “Umm, 
okay," said Skip, kicking at the 
dirt and blushing. * I now pro- 
nounce you man and wife." That 
part we had all memorized from 
watching TV. And, of course, 
“You may kiss the bride!" Abso- 
lutely not. Now it was my turn 
to take off in a sprint. 

In those days, when the kids 
I knew played “marriage” it was 
always between a girl and a boy. 
I don't think we really knew 
anything else. No TV shows 
we watched showed persons 
ofthe same gender getting or 
being married. No books we 
read or movies we watched 
had two men or two women in 
a marriage. It was just the way 
it was. If Sally was going to get 
married, she had to choose 
from the boys in the class. 

If Bob was ready to take the 
plunge, he picked from the girls 
in the class. 

A mom in her mid-thirties 
told me a story the other day 
that made me wonder how that 
may be changing for future 
generations. 

When her daughter was 
four years old she asked why a 


From the Mouths of Babes 


— by Lannie Walker 


boy in her preschool had two 
daddies. The mom explained 
that he has two daddies 
because his daddies met each 
other, fell in love, got married, 
and wanted to have children- 
just like her mommy and daddy 
did. A few years later, after her 
daughter entered grade school, 
her teacher told this mom a 
story about the kids playing 
"marriage" in class. As the boys 
and girls were pairing off with 
one another one little boy said 
he wanted to marry another 
little boy. "But you can’t,” one 
student challenged, “because 
you are both boys." The mom's 
daughter objected, “Boys can 
marry boys. My mom told me 
they could and it's okay." At 
that revelation the little boys 
dumped the girls they had 
picked and decided they wanted 
to marry each other. The girls, 
not to be outdone, said fine, we 
will just marry each other too, 
then. And soon the boy-and-girl 
marriage play turned into same- 
gender marriage play. 

Having a real-world example 
of same-sex marriage early on 
can have a big impact a person's 
view of marriage according to 
one woman I spoke with, who is 
in her late twenties and consid- 
ers herself a GLBTA ally. She 
tells me because her aunt mar- 
ried a woman when she was ten 
years old she grew up consider- 
ing same gender marriage to 
be “no big deal." She says she 
was aware her friends lacked 
the same understanding of the 
concept, but she thought from 
an early age, "Yeah, woman can 
marry women." 

Another woman, now in her 
mid-twenties who identifies as 
"queer questioning" says she 
never considered same-sex 
marriage until a few years ago, 
but thinks for younger genera- 
tions that is changing, “I have a 
close friend whose twelve-year- 
old son is like, ‘Yeah, I have 
two mommies' and hasn't been 


influenced yet by the social and 
cultural barriers, so he is proud. 
‘I have two mommies, why 
wouldn’t anybody else?” 

Does she think the idea of 
marriage is changing for kids 
who came from heterosexual 
parents, too? 

“Oh, yeah,” she nods. “It’s 
changed a lot since we were 
kids-now they see there are 
more options." 

'Twenty-four-year-old Remy 
Corso, who identifies as trans- 
gender, sees a positive shift in 
the younger generations. He 
calls kids exploring play with 
same-gender marriages a "posi- 
tive trend." 

"The hazard that some 
people see out there is that 
this encourages kids to be gay 
or lesbian or trans* but my 
thought is why shouldn't we be? 
If we are encouraging kids for 
decades and decades to grow 
up to be heterosexual or grow- 
ing up to be cisgender what it 
wrong with a little encourage- 
ment of the other options?" 

He rejects the notion that 
these kinds of school yard 
games could "turn" a kid gay 
or trans and says a backlash 
"could be good. I hope people 
can remember that as far as 
public places-public school-are 
concerned, we've got a really 
great Minnesota Human Rights 
Act that covers us under sexual- 
ity and gender identity expres- 
sion and you cannot squash 
that. If anyone tried to push for 
a public school having a policy 
against that kind of play they 
would be stomped out because 
we have greater laws in the 
state of Minnesota to protect us 
against that." 

I ask him if he thinks having 
this type of play and exposure at 
such an early age might result 
in kids being more acclimated 
to the idea of equal marriage 
when they are older and maybe 
even help them be able to inter- 
act better as adults with those 


who are different than them: 

"Yeah," he says. "It's teach- 
ing people about diversity in 
a really simple way. You don't 
even to call that diversity to 
kids. They just know it." 

“Just knowing it” in the same 
way kids like Skip and me just 
"knew" marriage between a boy 
and a girl was “acceptable” at 
that time. 

Corso continues, "What kind 
of world do we live in where 
people don't even see those pos- 
sible options? There can still be 
a lot of education around gen- 
der and sexuality and equity in 
schools for children but this is 
just one really natural way kids 
can be learning about it. What 
if this generation of school kids 
never even has to talk about 
something like gender equality 
because they grew up with it 
right? And they don’t even have 
to think too much about this 
past when there was this great 
inequality between folks who 
could get married. They will 
be like, ‘Hey I grew up when 
people could get married to 
whoever they wanted to so what 
do you mean certain people 
couldn’t get married?’ Because 
that’s the way it had always 
been for them. That is a positive 
outcome.” 

For the mom whose daugh- 
ter just a few years ago asked, 
“Mommy, why does he have 
two daddies?” the outcome 
might mean less explaining in 
years to come. 

Her daughter, who is now 
close to the same age I was 
when I had my first “play- 
ground marriage,” rolls her 
eyes when she is asked what 
she thinks of a new playmate 
having two mommies. 

She sighs, as if exasperated 
that adults can’t seem to grasp 
what for a child seems so basic, 
“Don’t you know? A mom can 
marry a mom. It’s really no big 
deal." O 
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Kaitlin + Clara who were married this past fall. 
Photos by Nathan Kavlie Photography. 


Be A Good Guest At The Wedding 


WHAT A delight to be invited to a wed- 
ding, whether it's for your closest friend, a 
family member, a work colleague, or maybe 
even your boss. The rules are the same; no 
matter how close or not close you are to the 
bridal couple. 

The save-the-date card is a relatively re- 
cent tradition. In our complicated, too-busy 
world, this early “warning,” sent out weeks 
or maybe even months before the official 
wedding invitation, lets you make sure you 
can clear your schedule well in advance and 
reserve a hotel room if necessary. This is 
especially important if it's a destination wed- 
ding. HINT: You can always cancel a reser- 
vation with enough notice, but you can never 
get a room at the last moment! 

Read the invitation! Is it for you, or you 
and a guest? HINT: If it's just an invitation 
to you, if you know anyone else who's likely 
to be going, put a group together. If you feel 
lost without your companion, feel free to 
send regrets. 

If you can't attend the wedding or recep- 
tion, send your apologies on a handwritten 
note; it’s much more personal and it lets 
your hosts offer an invitation to someone 
else they may have hoped to invite. HINT: 
RSVPs do not require an excuse, so don't of- 
fer TMI; just give ample notice. 

Check the gift registration! It's an easy 
way to see what gifts the couple really need 
or want, minimizing the chance of a return. 
HINT: Send your gift to the couple's home 
in advance of the wedding. There's no need 
to rush at the last minute—and you don't 
have to haul that toaster to the event itself. 


— by Sean Ryan and Edward Piechowski 


Knock yourself out! A wedding is a joyous 
occasion; give it the effort and attention it 
deserves. Hair, nails, shoes, and wardrobe... 
you not only want to look dazzling yourself, 
you want the married couple to feel that they 
have stylish friends. HINT: This is your big 
chance to let everyone know that you could 
get married if you wanted to! 

Arrive on time! If the invitation says the 
wedding starts at 5, that's when the married 
couple arrives, not the guests. Get yourself 
to the church (or wherever) 20 minutes 
early. HINT: This gives you a little time to 
relax, unwind, and scope out the available 
crowd/competition. 

Fill the gap. The time between the wed- 
ding and the reception often is photo time for 
the wedding party, just hanging around time 
for the guests. It's all too common to drink 
away this lull in the activity, but if you want to 
be on your best behavior during dinner, don't 
start too early. HINT: Instead of going to the 
bar, go to a movie, head to the mall, check out 
some local sites or just take a walk. 

Take it easy on the alcohol. You look 
great, you're going to have nice time, but 
don't convince everyone you're a drunk. 
Open bars can spell trouble; pace yourself. 
There's along night ahead of romantic danc- 
es and social interaction; you want to be at 
your best. HINT: Alternate alcoholic drinks 
and something non-alcoholic. 

A wedding dinner is the same as a dinner 
party at someone's home. It's your job—and 
your pleasure—to contribute to the conver- 
sation, even if you have just met the others at 
the table. HINT: The best way to get people 


to like you is to be interested in them. 

Dance as though your grandmother is 
watching—because the grandparents of the 
wedding couple probably are. For any other 
evening, there may be a pair of go-go boots 
with your name on them, but leave them at 
home for the wedding reception. HINT: No 
juking, it's just filthy. Save it for the stag or 
stagette party. 

When you're ready to leave, track down 
both the newlyweds and thank them per- 
sonally. It doesn't matter if you spent half 
the night crying because you saw that ex 
with someone else. Wipe away the smeared 
mascara and pull yourself together enough 
to make a lovely exit. HINT: Bonus points 
if you thank the parents of the newlyweds, 
who may be footing the bill. 

Be proactive in giving thanks. As you pa- 
tiently wait for the note thanking you for the 
lovely chip-and-dip set you gave the couple, 
kick them out a note of congratulations and 
gratitude for wining and dining you all night. 
HINT: If you're worried that your gift didn't 
arrive, don't be afraid to ask how they liked 
it. They might be grateful to be able to get 
that thank-you out of the way. 

It is an honor and a privilege to share in 
someone's wedding. Enjoy the day, but also 
show the bridal couple the respect they de- 
serve by being the best guest ever. O 


In researching this article, we tried hard to find etiquette 
and ideas specific to gay weddings, but the only differenc- 
es we could find were the names of the wedding couples. 
Don't outlaw Love! Remember to show your support for 
Minnesotans United for All Families at MNUNITED.ORG 
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For more information about 
participating in a research study, 
call: 612-625-7472 
or visit: www.hiv.umn.edu 


Researchers at the University 
of Minnesota are working hard 
to find a cure for HIV. Several 
studies are currently under- 
way, and we need your help. 


Your participation in an HIV 
research study might bring a 
cure closer to reality. This is 
important work, and you can 
be a part of it. 


Let's talk if you are: 
e HIV+ 
e 18 or older 
* In generally good health 


Compensation and time 
requirements vary, depending 
on the study. 
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WHEN MARIANNE Norris was first coming out, she wanted 
someone to talk to. She was established in her career, she had grown 
children - and she didn't know many gay women who shared that ex- 
perience. A friend suggested she email Eileen Scallen, then a law pro- 
fessor in San Francisco, who had come out a year before. *Neither of 
us had any idea where it would go," Norris recalls. ^We weren't think- 
ing anything was being set up, or anything romantic." When the two 
were finally able to meet, though, it became clear that there was some- 
thing between them. "It was one ofthe best things that happened," she 
tells me with quiet joy, as though it happened a week ago. 

In fact, Norris and Scallen are coming up on fifteen years together. 
Scallen, who is originally from the Twin Cities, returned after being 
offered a position at William Mitchell College of Law. “She probably 
never thought she'd come back to Minnesota," Norris says, laugh- 
ing, “but I guess I got her to come back.” 

Not long after, they had a very small commitment ceremony - just 
the two of them, their witness and their cat. They wanted to keep it 
small for a few reasons; first, Norris was still in the process of coming 
out, and, as she says, wasn't quite comfortable yet with this new iden- 
tity. What's more, Scallen wasn't sure how her family would respond. 
"They're very wonderful, strong Catholics," Norris explains, “and if 
we had some kind of a big celebration, how comfortable would they 
have been, and would they have come?" 

Still, the ceremony was just what they wanted. “I sobbed through 
the whole thing," Scallen tells me, *so in a sense I was glad there 
weren't more people around, because I was a wreck." It was the first 
time, she says, that she ever cried out of happiness. She occasionally 
goes back and reads the vows that they wrote for the occasion, and 
when she does, they always bring tears to her eyes. 

How guests will respond to their commitment ceremony or wed- 
ding is something that many same-sex couples have to think about. 
Áine Humble, an Associate Professor at Mount Saint Vincent Uni- 
versity in Nova Scotia, recently completed a study of 14 same-sex 
couples who have married since the 2005 passage of the Civil Mar- 
riage Act. In her conversations with these couples, she found that 


they approached their weddings with “a lot of intentionality and a 
lot of planning," and thought through things in a way that hetero- 
sexual couples don't have to. The process of inviting someone, for 
example, might also mean coming out to that person. It could mean 
being turned down, in the case of those who reach out to disapprov- 
ing family members in the hopes that they will change their minds. 

Humble also notes the added pressure that comes from hosting 
what may be the first gay wedding that guests have attended. “Some 
of them worried about, ‘Are we going to kiss in front of people? I’ve 
never kissed my partner in front of her daughter, or I've never kissed 
my partner in front of my parents,” she explains. “All those little things 
that heterosexual couples take for granted, they had to think through." 

With this in mind, some couples decide to go entirely their own 
way, with a ceremony representative of who they are and what means 
the most to them. "There was one lesbian couple that got married 
at I think something like 5 o'clock in the morning on the beach," 
Humble recalls. "They timed their wedding vows so that they were 
saying them right as the sun was coming up." However, for those 
who did choose something more traditional, they still found ways to 
make the wedding their own. One couple decided to wear rainbow 
stoles during the ceremony, and another gave corkscrews adorned 
with tiny rainbow flags as favors for their guests. 

According to The Rev. Canon Timothy Hodapp, who performs 
ceremonies in the Episcopal Church for both gay and straight cou- 
ples, choosing the traditional is, in a sense, choosing the familiar. 
"As a culture, that's how we mark a married couple, through those li- 
turgical, ritual actions," he explains. "There's something comforting 
about that. And it may also — although I've never heard this - reflect 
a real desire to say, ‘marriage is marriage, regardless.” 

Hodapp was a Catholic priest for twelve years before coming out. 
His husband of four years (and partner of thirteen), Gerard Sullivan, 
was also raised in the Church. For them, incorporating their faith 
into a ceremony was vital. “It was important for us to stand up in front 
of our family and friends and profess what we were living," Hodapp 
explains, “because we felt as sacramentally married before God as 
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The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


WHEN: 
Thursday, April 5 


TIME: 
5:30 - 8:00 PM 


990 Central Ave. NE 
Minneapolis, MN 


Plenty of FREE parking in the LUSH parking lots 
and on streets next to LUSH. 
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2 tickets to HIGH, starring Kathleen Turner, 
on April 18 at Pantages Theatre. 
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any straight couple." In 2004, a Roman Catholic priest, along with 
250 of their family and friends, heard their vows in a ceremony at 
a Unitarian church in Minneapolis. "It all felt really good and kind- 
of - it also felt a little maverick,” Hodapp recalls, grinning. “Because 
we had this priest there hearing us, receiving our vows.” Afterward, 
there was a huge party for their friends and family. They served ribs, 
they danced — as Hodapp says, “it was just a hoot.” 

Following the ceremony, though, it became important to find a 
place where they could marry legally. In October of 2008, they trav- 
eled to California with two of their closest friends, just before the vote 
that would ban same-sex marriage across the state. They were mar- 
ried in the rotunda at the City Hall in San Francisco, where Milk was 
filmed. “We were in a line of probably 50 couples,” Hodapp recalls. “It 
was areal rush...to get it in before Prop 8 hit the bill. So there were a 
lot of people there, but it wasn’t a cattle call. It was absolutely lovely.” 

Now, though, with Minnesota’s own vote looming on the horizon, 
Hodapp and Sullivan are starting to think a lot about their future. 
Though they want to stay here, it may not be an option should the 
Amendment pass. More than anything, they want to live in a place 
that will be safe. When I asked Hodapp what he means by ‘safe,’ he 
says, “for us, safety is all about what’s legally assured us as well as 
what's culturally assured us. So we'd want to live in a place that pro- 
vided both." For example, the ability, which many people take for 
granted, “to hold hands or give each other a peck as you run up and 
say hello at the end of the day." 

The possibility of the Amendment is also influencing how Norris 
and Scallen think about marriage. “I would feel pretty hopeless if it 


passed,” Norris says. “I’m sixty-eight years old...and it would take so 
long to undo that, that I doubt we would ever be able to get married in 
Minnesota." At this point, however, they've decided not to get married 
until it's legal here. Though they've discussed the possibility of mar- 
rying elsewhere for many years, in the end, this is their home. “I’m a 
Minnesotan,” Scallen says. “I was born here...and I shouldn't have to 
leave the state to have the same rights as my brothers and sisters." 

At the same time, though, Scallen says she would think seriously 
about whether or not they could leave Minnesota if the Amendment 
does pass. "It would be a direct slap in our faces," she says. "There 
is no question, this is not just about marriage. This is about our re- 
lationships. It is about our sexual orientation. And it is saying we are 
not as good as opposite-sex couples who can get married." 

As Hodapp says, "Culture is a long time in changing...I mean, 
shoot, when I was a kid, you were afraid to even admit that you were 
gay. And it's a different world now. It'll be a different world in twenty 
years. I'm hoping...I think Minnesota will change." 

The way things are now, Scallen thinks it is unlikely that marriage 
will be legalized in Minnesota anytime soon. Still, when I ask Norris 
what they would do if marriage were someday legalized in Minne- 
sota, if they would get married, without a moment's hesitation she 
responds, “Absolutely. In a heartbeat." 

As for the wedding, both women imagine something not unlike 
Hodapp and Sullivan's commitment ceremony - one that is, above 
all, a celebration. 

“I would see it as a real ceremony and a real party," Norris says. 
“A really good time for everybody." O 


We started with a 
30-year mortgage. 
But 15 is the new 30. 


Find the home refinancing option that's right for you. 
With historically low rates, there has never been a better time to refinance your 
home. Apply to shorten your term and you could pay off your house faster! Or apply 
for a lower rate, and free up some cash every month. Learn more about your 


refinancing options at any U.S. Bank, online or on the phone. 


All of {serving you? 


fii branch Lj usbank.com/refinow £) 800.209.BANK (2265) [E] m.usbank.com 


3.99% fixed Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is available for 15-year first position home equity installment loans $40,000 to $250,000 with loan-to-value of 70% or less or 80% or less depending on market. Higher rates apply for higher 
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PLYMOUTH CONGREGATIONAL 


Maundy Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 
Good Friday, 12 noon 


Easter Sunday 
9 a.m. & 11 a.m. 


An Open and Affirming 
Congregation 
Music begins 15 minutes before 
Easter services. 
Progressive Faith 
Healing the World 
1900 Nicollet Avenue at Franklin 
Minneapolis 612/871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


St. Paul's 


UNITED CHURCH — y 
OF CHRIST + 


Easter Sunday Festival Service: 
April 8 - 10:30 AM 
(Egg Hunt for Children at 9:30 AM) 


Good Friday Tenebrae: April 6 - 7:00 pm 
(Dramatic & Moving Evening Service) 


Rev. Norma Rae Hunt 
900 Summit Ave., St. Paul, MN 55105 
www.SPUCConSummit.org 


Holy Week 
at 
Mayflower 
United 
Church 
of Christ 


ALL ARE 
WELCOME! 


Palm/Passion Sunda 
April 1 e 8:30 AM & 11 AM 


MAYFLOWER 


CHURCH 


Maundy Thursday 
April 5 € 6 PM 
Intergenerational Service & Meal 


Sorrowful Friday 
April 6 e 8 PM 
Mayflower Choir & Stations of the Cross 


The Great Vigil of Easter 
April 7 e 8 PM 
Baptism and Communion 
Led by ChurchYouth 


Easter Sunday 
April 8 e 8:30 AM & 11 AM 
Mayflower Choir and Instrumentalists 


An Open & Affiriming, Peace with 
Justice, Earthwise Congregation 


106 E. Diamond Lake Rd. e Mpls., MN 55419 
(612) 824-0761 ¢ www.mayflowermpls.org 


HoLv WEEK AND EASTER 


at Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church 


PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 1 


Worship at 8:30, 9, 9:30, 11 AM; 5 PM Recovery Service 
Passion Concert at 7:30 PM 


HOLY THURSDAY, APRIL 5 
Worship at 12 Noon, 6 PM Meal, 7 PM Worship 
GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 6 
Worship at 12 Noon and 7 PM 
EASTER DAY, APRIL & 

Worship at 7, 9:30 and 11 AM; 5 PM Recovery Service 


HENNEPINCHURCH.ORG 
511 Groveland Avenue, Minneapolis, 55412 


WESIMINSTER 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


Join Us for 


Holy Week & Easter 


Palm Sunday, April 1 
Worship at 8:30AM & 10:30AM 


Maundy Thursday, April 5 
Worship at Noon & 7:00PM 
Good Friday, April 6 


Noon Ecumenical Service Sponsored by 
The Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches 


Holy Saturday, April 7 
Quiet Worship, 9:00AM 


Easter, Sunday, April 8 


Worship at 9:00AM & 11:00AM 


Nicollet Mall at 12th Street e Downtown Minneapolis 
612.332.3421 * www.ewestminster.org 
Free Sunday parking in the Orchestra Hall Ramp 


A Telling Presence in the City * A Covenant Network Congregation 
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— by Heidi Fellner 


THE DECISION to marry is a deeply personal one, and can be one of the most significant decisions a couple can 
make. It ties their finances, their families, and their future into a knot that hopefully makes their love stronger, and 
their life better. But for the GLBT community, the decision to have a ceremony can be more complicated than that. 
Many Americans (and thus churches and wedding industry professionals) are not supportive of gay and lesbian 
unions, and no matter how beautiful the flowers, no matter how luscious the cake, these unions are still not recog- 


nized in most states. 


But that needn’t stop couples from hav- 
ing meaningful, joy-filled ceremonies. In fact, 
Alyson Newquist, who along with her wife 
own the exquisitely beautiful venue Juliane 
James Place, believes it’s all the more reason 
to have one. “As somebody who got married 
in a non-legal ceremony, I think it is the big- 
gest thing we can do to make marriage legal, 
because [that] changes the hearts and minds 
of people.” She adds, “Some people want to 
have small ceremonies in their backyard, and 
that’s awesome, but I think sometimes people 
think they have to do that because they have 
internalized not deserving a wedding, or they think their family and 
friends aren’t going to be supportive...but it’s amazing how sup- 
portive people can be once they’re given the opportunity.” 

Juliane James Place is often booked by couples who value spend- 
ing more time with friends and family-or want more elaborate de- 
cor-and is rented out for the entire weekend, Thursday to Sunday. 
The 40-acre wooded property is about an hour and 45 minutes 
north of the Twin Cities, and features a large pond, a garden and a 
small orchard, a main house and a cabin; fourteen people can stay 
on the property for the entire weekend, and the nearby towns of 


Juliane James Place. Photo by PhotogenInc 


Finlayson, Willow River, and Hinckley can 
accommodate a large number of guests. 

Because it is an outdoor venue, Newquist 
has planned for all sorts of weather, keeps 
the mosquitoes at bay, has movable fire pits, 
and all the necessary furnishings to keep 
wedding guests comfortable. Juliane James 
Place is also dog-friendly, and the wedding 
party can keep costs under control by bring- 
ing in their own liquor. Out in the middle of 
the Minnesotan wilderness, it’s a far cry 
from the church wedding vision many peo- 
ple have in their heads, but sometimes it’s a 
wedding’s uniqueness that makes it a more meaningful experience for 
both couple and guests. 

Christopher Westlund, Senior Catering Sales Manager of the 
Marquette Hotel and coordinator of the GLBT Wedding Expo for six 
years, says his biggest recommendation for couples planning a wed- 
ding is to try and do something a little different. “Most people like 
the traditional setup and timeline of events, but if you can do some- 
thing that just throws a little curveball in there, people will remember 
that.” Westlund recalls of his own ceremony, “Our wedding cake was 
very important to us, so the design was inspired by men’s cloth- > 
Continued on page 26 


(Opposite page) Alyson Newquist and her wife, Jesse, at their 
venue, Juliane James Place. Photo by PhotogenInc 
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Christopher Westlund's wedding cake to remember. 
Photo by Troy Kivel 


Continued from page 24 


ing. To this day, it is probably the most talked-about thing from our 
wedding. We also changed up the dinner format, and ended up doing 
a six-course meal-more of the smaller bite, the tapas, and all of that. 
It exposes your guests to menu items they might not have otherwise 
tried, and it makes it more fun for everyone." 

Finding the right vendors has gotten easier over the years, but 
Westlund admits there was one potential candidate that shied away 
from a GLBT ceremony. "Other than that," he states, "it was open 
arms. I think we were really surprised by the number of vendors and 
businesses and people that were just so open." Still, just to make sure 
there aren't any unpleasant surprises down the road, he recommends 
working it into any vendor conversation right away that the ceremony 
would be for a same-sex couple. “I doesn't have to be like, "We're a gay 
couple. Do you work with gay couples?’ I just said, ‘My fiance,’ and said 
his name, so it's clear that it's two men right from the get-go." 

If you choose to work with a wedding planner like Julie Lyford of 
Fabulous Functions, they can have this conversation in your stead. 
Lyford explains, *One ofthe things I do is I go out and pre-screen the 
vendors. I go and talk to them, and make sure that they are GLBTQ 
friendly, because some aren't. And to be blunt, this is America, and 
they have a right to their opinion, but we have a right not to go there. 
Iask them some pretty pointed questions so that the bride and bride 
or groom and groom can feel comfortable going in there." 

For Lyford, planning GLBT weddings has been a long-time pas- 
sion, inspired by her father's 25-year relationship with his partner. 
Just last year the couple was finally allowed to get married in Iowa. 
Lyford states, “I feel like there's an abundance of joy and love and ac- 
ceptance at the GLBT weddings that I don't always feel at the straight 
weddings. It's hard to explain, but there's this blanket of love sur- 
rounding them." In addition to Fabulous Functions, Lyford is presi- 
dent of Wish Upon a Wedding, which grants wedding wishes for cou- 
ples, regardless of sexual orientation, who are facing terminal illness. 

For couples trying to keep a wedding within a budget, it can often 
be tempting to scratch the wedding planner and do everything them- 
selves, but a wedding planner can often save you money in other 
ways. Lyford explains, ^We know so many different venues, and so 
many different vendors that we can let you know if there's someone 
who's up and coming but who's fabulous, because I know all of these 
people." Moreover, if you do the wedding planning yourself, you will 
be the ones left to deal with any last-minute issues, so instead of en- 
joying what should be an amazing day, you and your immediate fam- 
ily can become stressed out. 

For no-fuss catering, some wedding planners are turning to the 
Chef Shack. Life and business partners Carrie Summer and Lisa 
Carlson took their vast culinary knowledge and invested in a two 


A networker of weddings, Julie Lyford. 
Photo by John Molene Photography 


e de 


A photograph of the photographer, Emma 
Freeman. Photo by Emma Freeman. 


food trucks and a trailer. Their cheery trucks delight guests who 
appreciate the novelty, but foodies are just as thrilled. Pastry chef 
Summer hails from Morimoto and Jojo in New York before migrating 
to the Nicollet Island Inn and Spoon River. Carlson's credits include 
Lespinasse, Les Escargot, Campton Place and Chez Panisse before 
also migrating to Spoon River. Chef Shack has made the top 10 list for 
Bon Appetit, and was chosen as one of Mpls.St Paul Magazine's Best 
Restaurants in 2011. 

^We really pride ourselves on being creative chefs. We tailor the 
menu to the guests, and keep the menu seasonal and super fresh," 
Summer states. Anything from an informal backyard affair to a multi- 
course, sit-down dinner is possible from the truck, and best of all, 
once the meal is over, no extended clean-up is necessary. The truck 
simply drives away." 

Of course, just like one's photographer and choice of music, food 
is a very personal choice. If the myriad of catering companies are 
leaving you a little numb, Summer recommends hitting up your fa- 
vorite restaurant. ^A lot of times even if catering is just a sideline proj- 
ect, they'd be more than happy to do a little catering gig and make 
some money. Just go wherever you like the cooking and ask them." 
She adds, “I think most chefs would definitely be flattered, and any 
establishment that's doing any kind of volume would definitely have 
the experience and the volume to do a catering gig." 

There are also a multitude of choices when it comes to photography, 
but beyond flipping through stacks of albums, finding a photographer 
that you resonate with personally can be key. Emma Freeman usually 
connects with clients through referrals. Because she prefers to use film, 
couples often are drawn to her subtlety and use of color. However, she 
strongly recommends getting to know photographers beyond their 
work. “You can learn a lot about style and approach from looking at their 
websites, but having a face-to-face conversation is essential to see if you 
have a connection. I try to remind couples that they will be spending 
most of their wedding day with their photographer, so you want to be 
sure you like their personality and feel comfortable around them." 

Freeman adds, “Being gay myself, I feel a strong connection with 
GLBT/queer couples who are choosing to celebrate their lives and 
have a wedding, especially in a state where it is not legally recog- 
nized. Marriage is a very political issue, and not all photographers 
see it that way." 

Even in this strange 21st century intersection of romantic love 
and political ambition, there's no reason why everyone can't experi- 
ence the most important aspect of a wedding: declaring a commit- 
ment to each other, and announcing that commitment surrounded 
by the love and support of friends and family. And that's the kind of 
sacrament no law will never touch. O 
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EASTER SERVICES 
Sunday, April 8th 
7:30, 9:00, & 11:00 a.m. 


EASTER BRUNCH 
Sunday, April 8th 
8:15-10:30 a.m 


SAINT MARK'S 
EpIiscoPAL CATHEDRAL 


519 OAK GROVE STREET | MINNEAPOLIS 
612-870-7800 | www.ourcathedral.org 
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55104-6540 


(651) 224-3371 
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Holy Week Services 
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Easter Worship 
Central Lutheran Church 


DOWNTOWN 
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Festival Holy Communion — 6:00, 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
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Free Parking Nursery Available 
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Reservations Required — 612.870.4416 
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(menu at centralmpls.org) 

Benefiting Central’s Community Ministries 
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Garden Inn 


www.minneapolisdowntown.hgi.com 612.339.6633 
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Donna Lindsay-Goodwin: Who's That Lady? 


— by Kathleen Watson 


AS AN Ordained Minister 
at Healing Hands-Healing 
Hearts and the President of 
DLG Creative Management- 
Wedding and Event Planning, 
Donna Lindsay-Goodwin is a 
familiar face around the Twin 
Cities. Many people would rec- 
ognize Lindsay-Goodwin as one 
of the officiants at the PRIDE 
commitment ceremonies in 
previous years, but her support 
of marriage equality doesn’t end 
at PRIDE. Lindsay-Goodwin be- 
lieves that “love only sees love,” 
and she continues to assist 
people in their journeys toward 
committed life together. 

Lindsay-Goodwin enjoyed 
officiating the PRIDE commit- 
ment ceremonies because “the 


focus remained very much on 
the couple. No, there wasn’t all 
the glitz and glitter of a ‘months 
in the planning’ ceremony, yet I 
felt that in the simplicity of the 
ceremonies was the beauty.” 
She emphasizes the importance 
of the connection between 
two people, saying “when two 
people come to me who are 
truly walking in a committed re- 
latedness, and wish to acknowl- 
edge, honor, 
celebrate, and formalize that 
commitment, I feel it is the right 
action and appropriate to do so.” 
She has some advice for 
couples who are planning their 
ceremonies: when looking for 
an officiant, start by doing basic 
research through friends and 


the Internet, but make sure to 
interview the officiants to 
find the perfect fit for you 

and your partner. Whether 
you're looking for an 
extravagant celebration or 

a simple ceremony with 

a couple of witnesses, 
Lindsay-Goodwin believes 
that “it should all be 
about reflecting the 
spirit that is within 
the two of you.” 


MGIIL, Still Coda Photography 
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Experience Holy Week at ECLC 


April 1 * Palm Sunday Services 
8:15 am & 11:00 am 


April 5 * Maundy Thursday Services 
5:45 pm (extra child-friendly) & 7:15 pm 


April 6 * Good Friday Services 
5:45 pm (extra child-friendly) & 7:15 pm 
April 7 * Great Vigil of Easter 
6:00 pm 


April 8 * Easter Sunday Services 
8:00 am, 9:30 am, & 11:00 am 


Edina Community Lutheran Church 
4113 W 54th St (2 blocks west of France Ave) * Edina MN 55424 
952.926.3808 * www.eclc.org 
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+++ 
Maundy Thursday, April 5, Worship and Holy Communion. 
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+++ 
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mM HOW-TO: MAKE A 


QOQQQQQQQQXXXXXXXXQQXXOXXXXXXKXXXXKXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX? 


Chevron stripes are everywhere these 
days. They make a striking, easy-to-create, 
border for any paper project. Here is a sim- 
ple, yet graphic, chevron-striped wedding 
banner that you can make at home with just 
a few basic tools and materials. 

These banners are perfect for use as a 
prop in your wedding photos, as a cute way 
to designate your private couple's table, or as 
an *awww inducing décor element at your 
reception. 


MATERIALS 

1 piece 12x12 chevron patterned paper 

2 pieces printable coordinating cardstock 
(some printers don't accept the heavy card- 
stock so err on the lighter side of paper 
weight when choosing this cardstock, even 
text weight paper will work) 


2 yards of coordinating ribbon 
Double-sided tape 


TOOLS 
Paper cutter (a straightedge and scissors 
will work, I recommend picking up a small 
papercutter to make the job much easier) 

Scissors 

Pencil 

Hole punch 

Printer 

Word processing program 

Stamps and ink pads are optional 


INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Cut your 12" x 12" paper into 4 equal 
squares of 6" x 6". 
2. Cut along the zig-zag design at the bot- 
tom of each square to make your chev- 


ron border. 


3. Depending on how you want your bor- 


der to look (I like mine to finish zag- 
ging upward on the ends) trim the 
excess paper from the sides of each 
piece. 


4.In your word processing program, 


open a new file and type your letters 
and ampersand. Choose your font, 
color, and size (I used Blackjack, grey, 
and 280pt). If you have trouble print- 
ing them all on one page because of 
their size, I recommend adding anoth- 
er column to your page and minimizing 
the margins. 


. Print out two Ms, two Rs, and one am- 


persand onto your coordinating card- 
stock. 


6. Cut your cardstock into 5" x 4.25" rect- 
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WEDDING BANNER 


As seen on page 44. 
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angles around the Ms and the Rs, mak- 
ing sure the printed letters are cen- 
tered in that space. (I find that cutting 
out a 5" x 4.25" template from a piece 
of scratch paper and laying it over the 
letters helps with this step. 

7. Cut a 3.5" x 4" rectangle around your 
ampersand. 

8. Center each letter piece onto its corre- 
sponding patterned piece and drop the 
lettered piece to the bottom, lining it 
up with the bottom of the chevron bor- 
der. Keeping the two cards in place, 
flip them over and trace the chevron 
onto the back of the letter paper with 
a pencil. 

9. Cut along your pencillines. Repeat on 
all four pieces. 

10. Line up the bottom of your ampersand 


11. 


12. 


13. 


paper with a chevron border and do 
the same, trace the back with a pencil 
and then cut along your pencil lines. 
If you want to do any stamping or 
embellishing of your banner, I rec- 
ommend doing that now before you 
adhere the letters to the patterned 
paper. 

Place your lettered paper at the top 
center of each patterned piece and ad- 
here the letters to the patterned paper 
with double-sided tape. 

Punch your holes, two for each ban- 
ner element. I recommend placing 
the holes in the corners of the let- 
tered paper. Make sure the holes are 
uniformly spaced with the top of each 
piece, it will look much nicer when it 
is hung. 


14. String you ribbon through the holes 
and your banner is complete! 


PRODUCTS USED 

Dear Lizzy Neopolitan Paper, Paper Ac- 
cents Smooth Cream Cardstock, Scotch Per- 
manent Double-Sided Tape, Colorbox Wild 
Hare Pigment Ink, Hero Arts “My Happy" 
Stamp Set, May Arts Double-Faced Satin Rib- 
bon HA31, Stampin’ Up “With Love” Stamp. 


Carson offers customized banners and 
other wedding decor (like the gift favor box 
and table numbers pictured above) in her 
shop at bluebuttonpress.etsy.com and more 
tutorials for other paper products on her 
blog at bluebuttonpress.wordpress.com. She 
hopes that you enjoy your beautiful wedding 
day and all the love that comes with it! O 
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Throw your Own: 
Weddings at Home 


— by Ross Sveback, photos by Hubert Bonnet 


our wedding is supposed to be a celebration, 
not a devastation. When Andy approached 
me about doing a spread for Lavender show- 
ing how I would throw a wedding, I was im- 
mediately inspired by the four seasons and 
how we often forget to let the world around us 
contribute to the celebration of commitment. 
Throw away the thought of needing to insert 
arainbow icon or a lavender-themed splashes, in fact throw away any 
preconceived idea of what you are expected to do. 

The ideas set forth here are meant to inspire, use them as is or 
as a springboard and personalize them to your tastes. I sought to 
provide you the reader with relatable things that even a novice can 
do. Ialso wanted to cover various lifestyles in the following pages, 
understanding that different tastes and budgets exist. I tried to keep 
those tastes together, yet juxtapose various elements to show how 
you can splurge on select things and still have a grand presentation. 
You will note a few similarities with my style, the first being the use of 
clear glassware. I prefer clear so it can showcase the beverage. You 
will also note a use of faux bois, which means "false wood" in French. 
I am an avid collector of this and actually have my own private label 
dinnerware collection made for me in England, which I use for the 
Autumn inspiration. 

Floral pieces were all done by Michelle Pham, who owns Whimsy 
in Bloom. I believe the direction she went on from the season in- 
spiration was spot on, using uncommon elements such as driftwood 
and succulents for Spring, moss for Autumn and gilded eucalyptus 
for Winter. 


Invitations were found at Papyrus all using their Chequerboard 
collections. The breadth of products available in each design was 
mind blowing and I frankly was impressed by the level of detail and 
personal service I received. 

In an effort to go one step further, I found some amazing beverage 
inspirations where I thought the visual of the product was cohesive 
with the color palate of the season. I chose Risata Sparkling Mosca- 
to d'Asti for Spring and Risata Il Rosso for Winter. Risata means 
"laughter" in Italian, the price point is within everyone's reach and 
frankly an amazing value not to mention how they taste. I thought 
the Moscato blue bottle brought cohesion to the Spring color pal- 
ate and the Il Rosso red brought elegance to the Winter inspiration. 
The Il Rosso is actually very unique as it is a sweet, sparkling red. 
For Summer and Autumn I chose baby bottles of Astoria Moscato 
and Prosecco. Moscato for Summer since the golden packaging mir- 
rored the bright, yellow tones of the season. The Astoria Processo 
brown bottle brought a gentle, luxe element to the Autumn table. 
Both come in full-size as well, I thought the baby bottles were an 
interesting take on how to serve your sparkling wine. 

Placed on each setting is a bar of seasonal soap from my LUX 
handmade soap collection. Using these as favors is a useful way of 
reminding those of your wedding, personalized with your names and 
date makes it all that more special. 

Spring was inspired by my Grandmother's collection of Lu-Ray 
dishes in pastels of yellow, blue and green. Ilove having her collec- 
tion now and was so happy to find that Crate & Barrel now carries 
a collection in the same tones called Marin, yet in amazing array of 
durable pieces. As with Lu-Ray, you can opt to choose one > 
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“KATHLEEN TURNER IS BRILLIANT! 
IT IS BY FAR THE BEST THING SHE HAS EVER DONE!” 
- Rex Reed, New York Observer 
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- Daily Variety 
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Safe, Supportive & Specialized Treatment Services: 
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Meridian Behavioral Health HELP LINE 
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Awakening 
directed by 
April 17 e 7:30 PM P m Phil Losacker 


Reception: 6:30 PM 


March 22 - April 15 
New Century Theatre at City Center * 615 Hennepin Ave (Street Level) 


IN PERSON: New Century Theatre Box Office (no service fees) 
or any Ticketmaster outlet 


PRESENTED BY 
HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST 
'ORPHEUM * STATE w PANTAGES x NEW CENTURY 


d 
: Rarig Center, Stoll Thrust Theatre 
330 21st Ave. S., Minneapolis 
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Continued from page 32 


color or throw caution to the wind by mix- 
ing and matching. Crate & Barrel became 
my muse for Spring. Since we were mix- 
ing and matching dishes, I chose to keep 
the look eclectic by mixing and matching 
glassware from Crate & Barrel as well. 
Many folks go in together to purchase 
wedding gifts for couples these days, so I 
wanted to show how one might surprise 
the couple by giving them their tabletop 
registry pieces fashioned into the shape 
of a wedding cake. Displayed on a cake 
stand the couple can use as well, it ele- 
vates the grand gesture all the more. 

'To continue with the theme of Spring 
I was reminded of my garden and the ten- 
der vegetables that begin to grow. Spring 
peas and tender carrots were the inspira- 
tion for the cake. A ginger-spiced carrot 
cake decorated with a vanilla-bean infused 
cream, cheese frosting I then tinted green 
to continue on the Spring theme. Piped 
carrots laying in graham cracker dirt and 
Spring peas piped in their shells provide 
guests with an idea of what lie beneath 
without being overly literal. 

The Smorgastarta, or Sandwich Cake, 
you see in the photos is like a family-style 
tea sandwich. What is nice about this 
sandwich is it’s completely customizable. 
Sandwiched between the layers of the 
boule are a salami-infused cream spread, 
cucumber, ham, parsley, beef and Parme- 
san. Iced with a cream and goat cheese 
frosting, then decorated with chopped 
romaine, it adds drama while providing 
a light meal which we tend to eat come 
Spring. 

To feed my personal obsession with 
faux bois, I found these amazing Spring 
green invitations at Papyrus with a faux 
bois embossed background which added 
some texture detail without being overly 
loud. Spring to me is a gentle season; it is 
a time of quiet growth and calm. Think of 
tender foods, delicate patterns and muted 
hues here. 

Summer to me is the season of mature 
growth, everything is alive and bloom- 
ing. Summer manifests itself with big, 
bold colors which is why I chose yellow 
as the theme. Yet you can go overboard 
with yellow since it is such an aggressive 
color which is why I used it as an accent, 
coupled with white since it reminds me of 
linens hanging out to dry. I found this 
wonderful, new beaded tabletop collec- 
tion from Target which is within anyone’s 
price point — and it’s porcelain! I chose 
the beaded pieces to bring cohesion to the 
beaded flatware from Williams-Sonoma. 

I chose Perigord pressed glassware +» 

Continued on page 86 
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CONSTRUCTION INC. 


612.760.2863 


HERE ARE SOME OF THE MANY SERVICES WE CAN PROVIDE TO YOU AS A TOTAL CONTRACTING AND PROJECT MANAGEMENT COMPANY: 


Full-Service General Contracting © Carpentry & Remodeling © Additions © Bathrooms * Kitchens © Drywall © Painting/Staining/Wallcovering 
Garages * Basements © Custom cabinetry © Decks/Porches * Tile/Grout/Caulking * Roofs © Concrete (inquire for details) 


Trusted vendor of: Caribou Coffee, Famous Dave's, Don Pablo’. Fully Licensed, Bonded & Insured #20638861 


f 
- 


(> Minnesota Orchestra Presents 
Vie 


C1314AVIN NIAYI 
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JAIN NOS 


LORING KITCHEN 5 BAR 


Private Events 
Cocktail Receptions 
Rehearsal Dinners 


i A A LOVE LETTER TO NEW ORLEAN | 
|; HOSTED BY SOLEDAD O'BRIEN » 
I 


www.LorineKireHEN.cOM * [612] 843 0400 
1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 


FEATURING IRVIN MAYFIELD AND HIS QUINTE 
7 WITH SPECIAL GUESTS AARON NEVILLE, BILL SUMMERS AND JASON MARSAL 


U.S. BANK POPS SEASON 


BIG BAD VOODOO DADDY 
SAT APR 7 8PM 


WITH THE MINNESOTA ORCH ESTRA} 


“È SAT APR 21; 8PM 
ORCHESTRA HALL | minnesotaorchestra.org | vp 


Sponsoredby: A DELTA Starfribune ACEO, a bd Join us on Facebook & Twitter! 
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SPRING CAKE 


SUMMER CAKE 


MINI MAC-N-CHEESE BITES MINI BRIE EN CROUTE 


LAYERED DIP IN A JAR CHORIZO a SKEWER 
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HERB & PEPPER GOAT CHEESE 
COINS 


- 


CHERRY COKE JALAPENO 
MEATBALLS 


R AAA i 
T M a 

CATARA 

AUTUMN CAKE WINTER CAKE 


MINI CHEDDAR, BACON & DRIED 
CHERRY CHEESEBALLS 


PATES DE FRUITS PEPPERED PIG CANDY 
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Location: Walker Art Center, Rachel Joyce: www.walkerart.org 


Fashion: Andrea's Vintage Bridal: www.vintagebridal. biz 
Joynoelle: www.joynoelle.com 

LULA Vintage Clothing: www.lulavintagewear.com 

The Wedding Shoppe: www.weddingshoppeinc.com 2m — 


a 
Models: Sadié Bazur-Leidy, Mel Cruz-Lleras, Nikolina Erickson-Gunther, 
Elizabeth Hunstad , Brian Johnston, Catherine Lleras, Jessica Madole, 
Jason Rebeck 


Stylist: Alyson Newquist: www.alysonnewquist.com 


Floral: Flora Bella: Wwwélorabellastudio.com 


Hair & Makeup: Amber Rose Hair & Makeup Wwwamberbrenke.com 
Sari Green, Master Stylist & Creative Colorist at Studio 411 Salon Spa: 
sari@stylebysari.com 


Jewelry: Rare Bird Jewelry: www.rarebirdstudio.com 

Wedding Banner: Blue Button Press: www.etsy.com/shop/bluebuttonpress 
i 

Produced by: Andy Lien 


Photography by: Mike Hnida 


Blue and grey pull together a wedding party of the best gal pals standing 


up for their guys. Avoiding--but not completely eschewing--identically 
matching men's outfits, the grey sets the tone while Brian wears the 
tuxedo version of Jason's suit. Jessica and Catherine carry the blue from 
the grooms' accessories to their dresses, which can easily be worn by a 
bride or two as well. Fashion by The Wedding Shoppe. 


Wedding Fashion 


by Shane Lueck, photos by Mike Hnida 


Wedding bells are ringing and the stress is 
setting in. Planning the big event is picking up 
and it can be difficult to settle on one idea. 

"['ve seen alot of stress over weddings," Hay- 
ley Bush of LULA Vintage said. “It seems that 
perhaps it should be more fun and joyous. When 
you make it your own, I think that can happen." 

As far as dresses are concerned, it is all about 
the layers. Multiple layers and textures are big 
trends seen at Fall 2012 Bridal Fashion Week 
in New York this year. Brides today are lean- 
ing toward more romantic, floor-length, flowing 
dresses made of combinations of soft fabrics 
such as chiffon, organza, or tulle. Of course 
with Kate Middleton as the number one bride 
of 2011, many designers this year are featuring 
long sleeves and lace to mimic the royal wed- 
ding gown. 

Many designers have included dresses in 
off-white and pastels in their collections. Bush 
noticed this colorful trend emerging in her cus- 
tomers’ buying habits. “I'm getting more people 
not just getting a traditional white dress and 
tux," Bush said. “Overall, it seems things are 
much more casual." 

Joy Teiken, of the Joynoelle atelier, agreed. 
‘Tm seeing a lot of my brides adding color to 
their dress," Teiken said. “It’s not strictly white 
or cream, but adding a little color to add a little 
fun flair. Maybe more subtle colors like laven- 
der, blush pink or soft yellow. Not too loud." 

Vintage styles are experiencing resurgence 
in demand lately. Fashion as a whole has been 
taking nods from past eras recently, so it is to be 
expected that weddings wouldn't be far behind. 
"There has always been a contingent of those 
who chose more vintage [styles] for their wed- 
dings as tradition is an implicit aspect of wed- 
dings,” Bush said. “However, now it seems vin- 
tage is inspiring a mainstream audience." 

Andrea Erickson, owner of Andrea's Vintage 
Bridal, began her boutique when she began 
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Note the differences between the pieces (above): Brian's tuxedo simply has a shiny 
lapel and fabric-covered buttons that separates it from the simplicity of Jason's suit. 
Different tie colors or accessories can create distinction between the grooms or pull 
together the apparel. Black versions of a suit on Jason and tuxedo on Brian (right) offer 
a more evening elegance to the affair with brown discreetly providing an accent color in 
accessories. Fashion by The Wedding Shoppe. 


looking for a vintage gown for her own big day. “And who 
wants just the dress? It works so well to have vintage shoes, 
beaded bags, glam jewelry and cake toppers all under one 
roof," Erickson wrote on her website. 

Bridal boutiques across the board agree that many cou- 
ples are going the vintage route. Teiken noticed couples tak- 
ing the trend outdoors. “People really like the vintage flair 
- getting married in a barn or outside and having the whole 
vintage aspect." 

Erickson draws special attention to the plus-size shop- 
ping experience. “Vintage can be ridiculously tiny in sizing,” 
she noted. *Our selection of larger sizes is certainly smaller, 
but it is choice." 

Servicing clients up to size 20, Erickson commented that 
she is able to restructure most dresses up to three sizes 
larger - a novelty unique to this shop. ^We not only remake 
dresses, but we are committed to increasing our inventory 
of luscious vintage reproduction dresses in plus sizes." 

With this vintage trend is an overall move to integrate 
old, sentimental objects into the big day. “People are bring- 
ing in their grandfather's tie to use as a sash or their grand- 
mothers jewelry, which I take apart and then use as beads 
in the dress," Teiken said. “It’s a special time, so to bring 
something in from someone who is really important to them 
is a fun way to honor the loved ones in their lives." 

In a sea of low-cut, strapless, or open-back dresses, 
Teiken noticed many brides are choosing to cover up — and 
rightly so. Stylish capes and bolero style jackets are being 
put out by designers. For the colder weather, wraps of vel- 
vet, heavy satin, or pashmina keep the chill away, whereas 
summer weddings are featuring lighter fabrics to reduce 
sun exposure on bare arms. 
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Edith Can Shoot 
Things and Hit Them 


March 22 e 7:30 PM 
Reception: 6:30 PM 


Mixed Blood Theater 
1501 S. 4th St., Minneapolis 


www.mixedblood.com 


JUNGLE 


The Birthday Party 


aul 2] e 1:30 EM 
Reception 6:30 FM 
The Jungle Theater 


295] Lyndale Ave. S., Minneapolis 
www. |unglefheater.com 


MAPLEWOOD 
651-766-9770 
EDEN PRAIRIE 
952-941-5586 


LAKEVILLE 
952-985-5855 
BURNSVILLE 
952-898-1636 


RICHFIE 


LD TM 
612-866-0016 
BLOOMINGTON 


952-767-3399 


Premier Collision Shops 


No time to stop for our free estimates? Go to www.lamettrys.com 24/7 to receive an estimate via email. 


Walker Art Center 


4/ 


4 


^ rw eS - Y " 
‘ | DAN % 


walkerart.org 


“An enthralling experimental documentary... 


a quietly 


revolutionary work.” —Time Out New York 


Filmmaker Marie Losier uncovers the 
fascinating love story between Genesis 
P-Orridge—the iconic figure behind 
Throbbing Gristle and Psychic TV—and 
Lady Jaye, following their life, art, and 
gender transformation over the course 
of seven years. 


A discussion with Losier and Genesis 
P-Orridge follows the screening. 


The Premieres series is made possible by generous 
support from Elizabeth Redleaf. 


Media partner 


(ci 
the current 
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Bridal fashion (above) of two distinct eras, harmonizing--but not competing--with each 
other due to similar elements and tones. On Elizabeth is a 1960s brocade sheath with 
beaded bodice, with 1950s rhinestone jewelry. Nikolina wears a 1940s wartime silk 
gown with illusion neckline and a 1930s Belgian-made beaded headpiece. Fashion and 
accessories by Andrea's Vintage Bridal. 


Brides can search through history to match their styles without compromising a cohesive 
presentation as a couple (right). Nikolina is wearing a long, formal 1960s Regency-style 
beaded lace gown with attached train and daisy chain headband which complement 
Elizabeth's 1950s ivory satin tea-length dress and multi-colored silk floral bandeau 
headpiece. Fashion and accessories by Andrea's Vintage Bridal. 


Bush understands the differences in seasonal looks well, 
as she switches out inventory with the time of year. “The 
items in the store are appropriate for the current season,” 
she said. “Sometimes that makes it tough in January if you 
are looking for a June wedding. I constantly refill and restock 
my store. This means two things. First, that you should you 
come back regularly. It also means that you should get what 
you like when you see it because it could easily be gone.” 

When planning the wedding, each boutique offers some- 
thing different. At Joynoelle, the couple has the option of 
choosing between in-house designs, or consulting with 
Teiken for a one-of-a-kind piece. “They get to be part of 
the process,” Teiken said. “There are a lot of the dresses 
out there that look exactly the same, and they don’t want 
to be a cookie-cutter bride. They really want to show their 
personality with their partner. Having their dress made was 
the second most important thing of the whole process. The 
first was marrying the person they love, second is the dress- 
making process. We design the dress together.” 
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Joynoelle adorns Sadie in exquisite looks and feels, each appealing to different desires and aesthetics. 
Jessica models elegance from The Wedding Shoppe. 


Options abound for brides--whether to go more 
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traditional or more edgy and anywhere in-between. 


Joynoelle adorns Sadie in exquisite looks and feels, each appealing to different desires and aesthetics. Jessica models elegance from The Wedding Shoppe. 


Teiken also noted a certain surprise element that can go 
into the wedding day. She has designed completely different 
looks for a couple without the other one knowing what the 
love of their life is going to be wearing. 

“It is important to look good together, but not match,” 
Teiken said. “Have elements that bring out your own per- 
sonalities but also show the personality of your partner. You 
don’t want to look like groomsmen or bridesmaids, identi- 
cal, you want to look like the bride or groom.” 

It is typical to go into a salon to order the fashions for the 
wedding and, six months to a year later, the couple is finally 
able to bring them home. However, many boutiques are 
catering to a different experience. Andrea’s Vintage Bridal 
boasts that their staff does their best to accommodate very 
last minute shopping. According to Erickson, there is “no 
waiting for your dress to come in...your dress is ready for 
you now.” 

Bush noticed an increase in couple wanting to be more 
involved in the planning process. “Overall, it seems things 
are much more casual with a little D.I.Y. thrown in too,” she 
said. 


664 Old N. 

Shore Rd. 

Two Harbors 
Minnesota - 55616 


218: 654-4583 


Shops at Excelsior & Grand ring stack by 
3826 Grand Way, St. Louis Park Pamela Froman 
952.922.8364 


% *Twin Cities 
¥% Gay men's chorus 
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8 PM *J i 
TED MANN CONCERT HALL — AND OTHER AGE-RELATED PERFORMANCE SSUES 
la] B Join the 175 men of the Chorus (ages 18-70!) for a musical journey through this 


thing called life. From innocence (Blame it on my Youth) to experience (When l'm 
[n] . 64?) and everything in between, this concert features the world premiere of Out of 
My Range (and Other Age-Related Performance Issues). This "backstage" song 
cycle pulls back the curtain on generational differences within a chorus. Part 
Laugh-In, part A Chorus Line, and part Avenue Q, it will remind you that age is a 
state of mind and life does indeed get better. 


TickETS: tickets.umn.edu on 612-624-2345 
Ei 0 Yu LAVENDER 
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Mix it up with new and old, couture and closet. Jessica takes a vintage party dress by 
LULA and goes bridal with a sassy attitude boosted by ribbon lace-up heels. 


Catherine and Mel (right) reenact their own wedding in a flowing gown by The Wedding 
Shoppe and a vintage suit and tie from LULA. 


Teiken’s observations were along the same line. “People 
are really careful with their money, they're wanting to be a 
bigger part of the planning process and possibly doing some 
ofthe things themselves - whether it's doing their invitations 
or doing their own flowers." 

So, what is the first step in the planning process? Each 
boutique offers different advice. Erickson emphasized the 
importance of consulting with her clients. 

At LULA, Bush recommends that you know your size. 
“The answer ‘I don't know’ is not a legitimate answer,” she 
said. “If you are old enough to tie the knot with the right 
person, you are old enough to measure your waist. Overall, 
I would say to have an idea of what you'd like, but don't get 
super fixated on it. Roll with what you find." 

Teiken stresses the importance of working with people 
that you feel an upfront connection with. “It’s such a special 
time that you should be able to show your own personality 
and the people you work with should be able to understand 
that." 
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With open hearts and minds, the community of Decorah in breathtakingly 
beautiful Northeast lowa is the ideal location to plan your nuptials, honey- 
St moon, or the perfect getaway. Set in bluff country along the Upper Iowa River, 
; Decorah offers the charm of a small college town with surprising touches of 
elegance and sophistication. Located just 2 1/2 hours south of the Twin Cities 
the area boasts numerous bed & breakfasts, rustic cabins, an elegantly restored 


hotel and opera house, fine dining, and reception facilities to host 30 or 300. 


il, 


PL 
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Contact us for an area Visitors Guide at: 


8004634692 


Featured vendors embrace diversity 


LAVENDER | 
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WALKER SHOP 
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(Top clockwise) Mix it up with new and old, couture and closet. Jessica takes a vintage party dress by 
LULA and goes bridal with a sassy attitude boosted by ribbon lace-up heels. Catherine rocks a Joynoelle 
opera coat with chunky jewelry by Rare Bird Jewelry. 


Joynoelle offers an opera coat option for a Mother of the To-Be-Married. 


Sadie wears a more edgy overcoat with a hint of Joynoelle's ruby dress beneath. 


Oh, Jj me 
a home. 


Where Fide 
can roam, 


END 
yor dig on can anti 
‘Uptown i in juxury. ; 


e Pet-friendly environment 


e Largest outdoor pool in Uptown 
e 24-hour Fitness Center & Sauna 
e Flux Bar and Internet Cafe 


Danielle Everine is a Minneapolis designer who was featured 
on Season 9 of Project Runway on Lifetime. Her clothing is 
sculptural and one of her aims is to subvert gender and beauty 
standards. Married just a month ago toward the end of February, 
we asked Danielle all about her own wedding style. 


by Bianca Catibog 


How would you define your design style? 

Approaching design from an artist's per- 
spective, I work from abstract concepts of 
autonomy, fortitude and grace. Modern day 
heroines inspire my collections. The apparel 
tells tales of odysseys and times of strength. 
Favoring natural fibers, the clothes have an 
ease that recalls a bygone era. Equal parts 
elegant and utilitarian, my garments suit any 
woman with a stylishly adventurous lifestyle. 
Ihave always been interested in clothing as a 
method of expression. An effort to redefine 
notions of beauty is at the root of my work 


What draws you toward the classi- 
cally elegant genre? 

Society today is lacking a formality that 
once was integral to daily life. Elevating ones 
outfit encourages a more gracious attitude. 


Who or what has influenced you most 
with regards to your outlook on fashion? 

Iam inspired by literary and film referenc- 
es, my Minnesota environment and the de- 
sire to create utilitarian and beautiful clothes. 
I often design an entire collection based on 
a series of films or historical figures-Clint 
Eastwood westerns and Annie Oakley for ex- 
ample. I dream about what modern day hero- 
ines might do upon a sailing vessel, pulling 
imagery from Moby Dick and Shackleton's 
voyage. Enthusiastic about cycling, sailing, 
travel and all around adventuring, I create 
clothes that make one feel beautifully stylish 
and empowered to embark on any journey. 


What is it like designing something 
for your self? 

In a sense, I am always designing for my- 
self. My collections offer a glimpse into my 
imagination and I just have to hope that oth- 
ers will take that ride with me. 


Tell us a little about your wedding 
dress. It was beautiful! 

Thank you! The dress was a winter white 
to tan ombre matte satin silk. I hand beaded 
and embroidered the collar with pewter and 
antique bronze beads. The blouse top had 
cap sleeves, was nipped in at the waist, par- 
tially open at the back with mother of pearl 
button closures. A small leather buckle de- 
tail marked the back of the waistband. I wore 
a coat of my design over the dress for our 
outdoor ceremony. A winter white wool calf 
length coat with pleating around the waist, 


oS o 


a fur collar and leather and bronze buckle. 


Any advice you have for anyone de- 
signing his/her own wedding attire? 

Stick with a silhouette and fabric texture 
you are comfortable with. Most importantly, 
find something that is flattering for your body 
type. It is so essential to look and feel great 
in your wedding clothes, look for something 
that really suits you. Take some risk with 
nontraditional details. I didn't hesitate to use 
leather and bronze rivets on my silk dress. 
'They were small elements compared to the 
overall dress, but are very true to my style. 


Tell us about your bridesmaids' 
dresses. How did you decide on the 
style? 

Jenny Carle, an incredible St. Paul based 
fashion designer (JennyCarle.com), de- 
signed the bridesmaids dresses. From the 
beginning, I had a style in mind for my three 
bridesmaids - floor length, blousey and 
nipped in at the waist. Recalling Carle's F/W 
2011 lookbook, I knew she had recently de- 
signed some very similar dresses. Luckily, 
she was available on short notice and had 
the perfect dress in her repertoire. 


What or who inspired aesthetic 
theme of your wedding? 

Of late, I have been working with themes 
of trans-Atlantic travel and frozen Arctic land- 
scapes. The mood of the wedding took a his- 
torical note with touches of modern design. 


What would you recommend for 
same-sex brides and grooms? Match- 
ing? Complementary colors? 

Same-sex couples should stick true to 
their individual style. On one's wedding day, 
you should be a heightened version of your- 
self. If one normally dresses in a more tra- 
ditionally “feminine” way, maybe go with an 
ornate outfit. A dress or embroidered suit 
are good choices. If more “masculine”, stick 
with a classic look. Keep it simple with great 
details. If both had a similar style, go with 
coordinating outfits. Currently, I have the 
pleasure of helping fellow designer, Macken- 
zie Labine create her wedding gown for her 
summer ceremony. Her partner, Lyza Dungo, 
and her plan to marry this June in the Walker 
Sculpture Garden. Mackenzie’s dress reflects 
her everyday glamorous girly style. She has 
designed a semi sheer lace bustier and tiered 


organza skirt with a hi-low hem. The best el- 
ement are her killer sparkle encrusted plat- 
form spike heels! Lyza is more of a t-shirt and 
jeans kind of girl, so has chosen to wear a suit. 


Did you intend to incorporate home- 
town love in your big day? 

Absolutely! The Twin Cities have an in- 
credible wealth of design talent. We have so 
many amazing and generous friends here, 
we wouldn’t have been able to pull this off 
without them. I had specific ideas of what I 
was looking for, and knew some things would 
need to be custom made for us. From hair 
and make-up styling to the beer, our wed- 
ding was entirely home grown. Mackenzie 
Labine from Hair Police (who is also an hair 
and make-up master) Lola Teeny and Micah 
Savage from Mezzanine Salon and Margaret 
Lane beautified our hair and make-up. Jenny 
Carle designed the bridesmaids dresses, Bi- 
onic Unicorn designed the jewelry and some 
great friends helped with the fur hats! Fellow 
designers and incredible musicians Rachel 
Blomgren and Lela Horst-Baumann serenad- 
ed with the harp and clarinet. Friends from 
Northbound smokehouse and brewpub (ex- 
pected to open this spring in the Standish 
neighborhood) made the beer. One of the five 
craft brews, a Scotch Ale style winter warmer, 
was developed specially for us! 


Are you the mastermind of your hus- 
band’s wedding attire as well? 

David is very stylish on his own. He hap- 
pened to already own a Brooks Brothers tux- 
edo, I just encouraged him to wear it! 


Do you still feel the imaginary pres- 
sure of Tim Gunn's critique now that 
you’re not bound by specific criteria? 

Tim Gunn is such a sweet mentor. Always 
encouraging yet objective he instructed us 
to step back and be aware of the whole pic- 
ture. It can be difficult to employ while under 
stress, so it’s great advice to try to remember. 


Post-Project Runway, how do you feel 
about designing back in Minnesota? 

I love the freedom to design whatever I 
like and the time to be inspired by the world 
around me! O 


Photography of Danielle and David's wedding on pages 
54, 56, and 57 is by Rivets & Roses. 


(Opposite and following pages) Danielle Everine on her wedding day. Photo by Rivets & Roses Photography 
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Beauty Isn't Frivolous 


— by Meghan O'Connor 


LOVE IS about the inner 
beauty, the meshing of two 
personalities that complete each 
other to their fullest form. The 
need to feel beautiful on your 
wedding day is not frivolous. 

It’s just as important as sending 
your invitations out on time, 
finding the perfect wedding day 
location, and choosing the right 
person to stand next to you. The 
photos taken at your wedding 
are the tokens to this sacred 
day. And, if that giant zit doesn’t 
go away soon, that is all you are 
going to be staring at...Photo- 
shop only goes so far. 

With weddings being planned 
further in advance, there is no 
need to fret! Aside from schedul- 
ing your hair appointment and 
pedicure before the big day, here 
are some other ways to make 
you feel flawless and confident 
on what is sure to be the best 
day of your life. 


Teeth Whitening 

The saying “a picture is 
worth a thousand words,” 
rings true right alongside the 
wedding bells. There is no need 
for those thousand words to be 
reminiscent to your late night 
coffee binges or slight nicotine 
addiction when you see your 
yellow-tinted smile. Getting 
your teeth whitened is relatively 
inexpensive and will make all 
the difference on your wedding 
day. Grand Dental located in 
Minneapolis has both in-office 
and take home whitening care. 
Grand Dental is proud to have 
the highest customer care 
that helps in procuring overall 
health and self-esteem. 


Hair Removal 

Unwanted hair can cause 
anyone to become anxious. Your 
wedding day is no time to be 
paranoid about guests scaling 
you up and eyeing that peach 


fuzz on your upper lip that you 
have been meaning to take care 
of. The industry of hair removal 
is growing, and has made a large 
take-off in the wedding world. 
No+Vello is an international hair 
removal company with a location 
in Uptown Minneapolis. 

No+Vello uses IPL (Intense 
Pulsed Light), an innovative, 
reliable and safe method of 
removing unwanted hair. It is 
the most effective and least 
painful method among other hair 
removal techniques and gentler 
on the skin while being more 
versatile in treating a broader 
range of skin tones and hair 
colors with better results. The 
removal process takes place with 
6-8 sessions lasting no more than 
an hour and sometimes less than 
15 minutes for small areas such 
as the upper lip or chin. 

“We are still young so we 
haven’t seen very much of it 
yet, but weddings are definitely 
something we are exploring,” 


said Emmanuelle Hardy, owner 
of No+Vello. “In fact we are 
opening up a new location, 
which is going to be doing a 
joint deal.” 

The space they will be mov- 
ing into has a large area for wed- 
dings to take place. When the 
deal finalizes No+Vello is going 
to have a package discount along 
with the wedding space. 

“I think it will be a really 
great addition to our company," 
Hardy said. 


Weight Loss 

It comes as no surprise 
that one of the first things on 
people's minds when approach- 
ing a wedding is how their body 
is going to look in that dress or 
suit, not to mention the honey- 
moon. Instead of looking for a 
dramatic “cleanse” of only juice 
and water for two weeks, try 
going for something healthier, 
and a method that is proven to 
show results. 


Medifast is a weight loss 
tool that supplies you with 
pre-portioned meals that “look 
good and taste even better." 
These meals are created to be 
hearty and healthy so that you 
aren't rummaging through your 
cabinet 20 minutes later looking 
for a snack. The meals are so 
quick and easy to prepare that 
you won't have any excuse not 
to be eating healthy. 

^We design a diet that is 
appropriate to their health and 
lifestyle," Medifast Center Di- 
rector Gina Carlson said. "Most 
people come us about 6 months 
prior to the wedding, wanting to 
lose 30-50 pounds." 

This is a program that works 
quickly but isn't unhealthy for 
the participants. 

"[n about 6 or 7 weeks you can 
lose 20 pounds," Carlson said. 

Crash dieting doesn't work 
for anyone. A weight loss plan 
like Medifast is a great way to 
see results quickly, but to do it 
in a healthy way. 


Body Contouring 

Feeling comfortable in your 
own skin on your wedding day is 
the recipe for a confident couple. 
Don't go altering your dress to 
cover up the big scar on your 
knee, or tailoring your suit in 
just a way to hide your shape. 
Body contouring is a virtually 
pain-free procedure that can 
eliminate those things about 
your body that make you feel 
less like yourself. The Metropoli- 
tan Clinic located in Edina is a 
wellness clinic seeking to give all 
clients the benefits the tagline in- 
sinuates, “Look better, Be better, 
Feel better." They achieve this 
through a holistic philosophy of 
health and wellness. 

Inner beauty is the curator 
of a wedding, but everyone 
deserves to feel perfect on this 
day. O 
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Honeymoon travel: Puerto Rico 


Photo courtesy of http://www.sxc.hu/ 


IF PUERTO Rico is your honeymoon 
destination, you can cross “get passports” 
off your pre-wedding to-do list. The island, a 
territory of the United States, makes for an 
easy tropical getaway. Though Spanish is the 
lingua franca, English is spoken widely. The 
capital city of San Juan is a convenient home 
base from which to explore attractions around 
the 40-by-100 mile island. 

Most visitors begin in Old San Juan, a 
compact historic district nestled between the 
Bay of San Juan and the Carribbean Sea. The 
area is book-ended by two forts, San Cris- 


— by Kristin Thompson 


tobal and San Felipe del Morro (“El Morro”), 
which protected the settlement in the age of 
pirates and high-seas hijinks. 

Join the locals in a stroll along the Paseo 
De La Princesa, a promenade along the wa- 
terfront between El Morro and the cruise 
ship docks. Tucked into the old city ramparts 
above the Paseo, you'll find small quiet parks 
with enchanting views. A few blocks inland, 
the colonial Cathedral of San Juan Bautista is 
one of the oldest buildings in San Juan, and 
the second oldest cathedral in the Americas. 
The small square across the street provides 


a shady place to sit for a moment and watch 
the bustling foot traffic on Calle del Cristo— 
also a shopping street. 

Adjacent to the cathedral square, Hotel El 
Convento is a luxuriously renovated former 
Carmelite convent. If you’re not staying the 
night, you can take in the ambiance (along 
with a pina colada or mojito) at the bar of El 
Picoteo, the restaurant overlooking the inte- 
rior courtyard. 

Up the hill and a bit off the beaten path, 
airy St. Germain Bistro & Café offers light Eu- 
ropean-style fare. The prix-fixe brunch > 
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on Sundays features mimosas, fruit salad, and 
delicate egg entrees. 

To absorb some local flavor away from 
cruise ship day-trippers, check out the 
Ocean Park neighborhood, about halfway 
between the airport and Old San Juan. Inti- 
mate guesthouses are scattered throughout 
the area; gay-owned Andalucia Guest House 
is a budget-minded option a few blocks from 
the beach. Speaking of the beach, it's won- 
derful here: accessible by quiet side streets 
and fronted mainly by homes, the wide sandy 
expanse has a low-key, private feel. 

After a day at the beach, refuel at La B de 
Burro, a casual hangout with an unexpected 
Mexican lucha libre wrestling theme. The 
fare includes simple, well-executed favorites 
like tacos and tortas. Don't miss the tamarind 
ginger margarita. 

Nearby Kasalta is another Ocean Park 
standby. Beloved by locals, this bakery, deli, 
and café serves up everything from morning 
café con leche to tapas and wine in the eve- 


ning. Even President Obama stopped in for a 
medianoche sandwich last June. 

Ready to test your marital bond with a co- 
operative adventure? Take an evening kayak 
tour of one of Puerto Rico's unique biolumi- 
nescent bays. Laguna Grande, near the fish- 
ing village of Las Croabas, is the most acces- 
sible from San Juan. You'll join a tour group 
and get outfitted on the waterfront, then pad- 
dle a calm channel canopied by mangroves to 
reach the lagoon. Thanks to harmless micro- 
organisms, the water glows with the touch of 
a paddle or your hand, and positively glitters 
in a light sprinkle. The effect is magical on a 
dark night. 

About a dozen operators offer similar 
tours, including Yokahu Kayak Trips and 
Kayaking Puerto Rico. Some will provide 
transportation from San Juan or combination 
tours to other destinations like El Yunque 
National Forest. 

Puerto Rico's second largest city, Ponce, 
is a reasonable day trip from San Juan. The 


90-minute drive features stunning views of 
the island's interior mountains. Central Ponce 
is a maze of narrow streets surrounding the 
cathedral square. Across from the cathedral, 
indulge in a coconut or mango cone at King's 
Ice Cream. Several blocks away, Café Café Co- 
cina Criolla Espresso Bar offers a full menu of 
local breakfast and lunch specialties. 

Visit the Museo de Arte de Ponce for a 
cool and cultured respite on this hot, dry 
side of the island. Renovated and expanded 
in 2010, the museum houses a surprisingly 
broad collection of European art from the 
14" to 20" centuries, as well as contempo- 
rary Latin American art. 

Back in San Juan, La Playita restaurant 
provides a memorable setting for your last 
night on the island. Don't miss your last 
chance to sample island favorite mofongo, a 
dish of mashed fried plaintains stuffed with 
meat or shrimp. Dine on the waterfront deck 
overlooking Isla Verde beach as waves roll in 
beneath your feet. O 
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A Honeymoon in Beijing 


Photos by Simone H. Pierce. 


DESPITE BEIJING'S exquisite food, lush 
landscapes and rich history, it is not often 
considered a honeymoon destination. And 
admittedly, i's not for everyone. Even if 
you pick up a Chinese language guide, your 
strained attempts usually will not be under- 
stood, and most Chinese (apart from the 
staff at tourist and business-friendly hotels) 
don't speak a word of English. However, if 
your trip to Beijing consists of tour busses 
and large hotels, you won't have much prob- 
lem. And if not, many tour books have conve- 
nient Chinese translations of destinations, so 
you can simply point, and your taxi driver will 


— hy Simone H. Pierce 


get you there. Beijing is also considered one 
of the more gay-friendly destinations in Asia. 
In fact, GLBT-friendly tour companies like 
Purple Dragon (purpledrag.com) make it a 
priority to patronize gay-owned restaurants, 
bars and hotels. 

Ihave been told often that China is either 
a country you love or you hate. I will spell 
it out more clearly: if you are a person who 
likes to be in control at all times, you might 
not enjoy your trip as much as you would if 
you were open to adventure. Having a won- 
derful experience in China requires that you 
go with the flow, put your trust in strang- 


ers, adjust to foreign customs and embrace 
a very different cuisine. If this experience 
is why you travel, you will absolutely adore 
China. And having that incredible adventure 
with your soulmate is an experience you will 
never forget. 

One ofthe country's supreme highlights is 
its food. Fragrant, spicy, sensual and more var- 
ied than you ever would have imagined, every 
meal is just as memorable as Beijing's numer- 
ous attractions. Lamb is common, as is almost 
every kind of kebob, but if you can find a good 
hot pot place, take full advantage of it. Peking 
Duck restaurants are worth searching +» 
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out as well—the smoked duck retains a crispy 
skin, but the meat inside is incredibly moist. 
You don’t have to pay top dollar for an amaz- 
ing meal, either. Some of the best food you will 
find is not in the most expensive restaurants. 
In fact, one of the best dinners I had was in a 
shack. A husband and wife team ran the place, 
and he must have welded his makeshift char- 
coal grill out of scrap metal, but the aromas 
that came wafting down the street drew cars 
and passersby every night. 

Like Egypt and its Pyramids, a visit to Chi- 
na would not be complete without making a 
day trip to see the Great Wall. Ironically, it 
wasn’t a popular tourist destination until Nix- 
on visited the wall at Badaling. Different lo- 
cations on the wall offer different experienc- 
es—some areas have been maintained more 
than others, and those are typically more 
crowded. However, at Mutianyu the wall is 
in good shape, unspoiled by tourists, and a 
freshly-built alpine slide rewards the weary 
with a quick ride back down to the village. 

If you have a limited time to spend in Bei- 
jing, the other must-see area contains both 
the Forbidden City and Tiananmen Square. 
Tiananmen Square is known to younger 
Chinese people only as a titanic landmark 
containing Mao’s Mausoleum, and fringed 
by celebratory museums and government 
buildings. One should be careful not to men- 
tion anything else while you’re there, because 
secret police are rumored to haunt the place, 
on the lookout for any seditious talk from for- 


eigners regarding the 1989 crackdown. 

To the North, Mao’s portrait clings firmly 
to what was once the main entrance to the 
Emperor’s palace. We call it the Forbidden 
City, but locals refer to it merely as the Pal- 
ace Museum. One could get lost inside its 
vastness—it is, in fact, the largest palace on 
earth—however, a Chinese fondness for sym- 
metry helps one navigate the grounds. While 
there, have your pictures taken in front of 
the Tree of Lovers-two cypress trees whose 
branches have become forever entwined. 

The Forbidden City is rivaled in splendor 
and size by the Summer Palace: the lavish 
power center of the iron-fisted Dowager Em- 
press Cixi. The Summer Palace surrounds a 
gigantic man-made lake—on it, one can still 
find a strange, non-functional marble boat 
built solely for Cixi's enjoyment out of funds 
dedicated to fortifying the country's navy. Un- 
fortunately, the British quickly overpowered 
them and seized Hong Kong as their prize. 

After seeing a few sites, the traditional, 
somewhat formulaic Chinese architecture 
can begin to be a little numbing. However, 
Beijing’s Lama Temple, Confucius Temple 
and Academy (also known as the Kong 
Miao), and the Temple of Heaven are all 
worth a visit. Of these, the Temple of Heaven 
is the largest and the most architecturally di- 
verse, with a system of alters dedicated to the 
harvest. Additionally, the Ancient Observa- 
tory is a little bit off the beaten path, but as a 
Mongol dynasty creation from the year 1442, 


it also offers a break from the same red stud- 
ded doors and pagoda-style roofs. Bronze 
astronomical instruments are on display on 
the tower's roof and along its grounds, and 
a gorgeous star map and water clock can be 
found in the adjacent museum. 

If you decide to try baijiu—a strong, 
funky-tasting liqueur—the best time would 
be in the evening before heading to Ghost 
Street. Festooned with red lanterns, this 
street is famous for its spicy, adventurous 
foods. Anything from deep-fried scorpion to 
starfish can be found on a stick, waiting for 
the curious diner. But late night eats of every 
kind can also be found here, including spicy 
hot pot, lamb and lobster. 

Beyond Beijing's wondrous sights and 
culinary riches, I found its people to be its 
real treasure. Affectionate and generous, if 
a bit pushy and naive (just like us), it only 
takes a good meal and some baijiu to make a 
friend for life. Our countries may not always 
see eye to eye, but political dramas need not 
separate two peoples who are more alike 
than they are different. 

Best of all, a honeymoon that takes you 
completely out of your normal experience 
allows the two of you to learn things you'd 
never otherwise learn about each other. 
You'll take risks together, navigate the Bei- 
jing subway together, take in the glory of a 
Chinese foot massage together, and experi- 
ence only the first of many adventures as a 
married couple. O 
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Celebrating Marketplace 


by Andy Lien 


1. Diamond double wrap ring by David Heston: Sterling silver with pave set diamonds ($3080); Double wrap 
2. Shadow wide ring by Sarah Graham: Blackened steel with 18K white gold and white diamonds ($2400); 

gold with diamonds ($2510); Shadow narrow ring by Sarah Graham: Blackened steel with 18K yellow gold and cognac diamonds ($780); Confluence ring by 
Sarah Graham: Blackened steel with 18K yellow gold and diamond ($935); Clover 5-wire ring by Sarah Graham ($2510). 3. Irregular band by Todd Reed: Pal- 


ladium and sterling silver with black diamonds ($1650); Wide band ring by Todd Reed: Sterling silver with autu 


ring by David Heston: Sterling silver ($1400). 
Blackened steel, 18K yellow gold, and 18K white 


mn diamonds ($1980). 4. Meteorite ring by Jacob 


Albee: Meteorite with 4.78 ct aquamarine, diamonds and 24k yellow gold inlay ($7700); Meteorite ring by Jacob Albee: Meteorite with 24k yellow gold inlay and 
white diamond ($1435). 5. Ring by Fullerton Bahr: 14K, 18K yellow, rose, and green gold with yellow diamond ($4740); Ring by Fullerton Bahr: Sterling silver, 
14K, 18K yellow, rose, and green gold ($3050). 6. Eternity ring by Suzy Landa: 18K white gold, diamond ($5500); Faceted wide ring by Suzy Landa: 18K white 


gold ($3015). Stephen Vincent Design Collection: 7. 7mm 18 karat yellow gold concave ring with palladiu 


m center line ($2250); 7mm 18 karat yellow gold 


concave ring with 3 .03 carat flush set diamonds ($2350). 8. Palladium 950 'Forma' mounting with .75 carat, GVVS1 emerald cut diamond ($5200); 7x2mm 
palladium 950 band with 10 flush set round brilliant diamonds totaling .90 carats ($4495). 9. 12mm wide stainless steel 'Soho' ring with 24 karat gold side inlay 
and 3 flush set .008 carat round brilliants ($840); 2.5mm wide stainless steel 'Soho' ring with 24 karat gold side inlay and 5 flush set .008 carat round brilliant 


($740). 10. 18 karat red gold 'Forged Rounded' mounting with a palladium bezel set .31 carat, HSI1 round 


brilliant diamond ($3975); 18 karat red gold 'Rib- 


bon' mounting with a palladium bezel set .72 carat, GVS2 round brilliant diamond ($6390). 11. 9mm radial Damascus steel 'Helsinki' ring with fine silver inlay 


and 3 .01 carat black diamonds ($720); 9mm concave radial Damascus steel 'Barcelona' ring with fine silver 


inlay and liner ($780). 12. Stainless steel 'Vail' ring 


with 24 karat gold inlay and 2mm tension set ruby ($885); Stainless steel 'Vail' ring with fine silver inlay and .05 carat tension set diamond ($730). Photos 1-6: 
Max's, www.stylebymax.com, photos by Andy Lien. Photos 7-12: Stephen Vincent Design, www.svstudio.com, photos by Andy Lien. 
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EC Design Jewelry: 1. Cell Bands: 10mm wide, oxidized sterling silver bands, hand-hammered, w/ either 18k ($445) or 14k pink ($420) gold cell accents and 
black diamonds. 2. 8x2mm hand-hammered palladium band ($1125); Rose-cut solitaire, Gx2mm hand-hammered sterling silver, with a rose-cut champagne 
diamond, bezel set in 14k pink gold ($475). 3. 4x2mm scatter band, hand-hammered sterling silver with 6 champagne diamonds ($495) shown with a 1mm 
wide 14k pink gold band ($275); 2x2mm stacking diamond bands, hand-hammered sterling silver with Cognac, champagne ($245), blue ($295), and green 
diamonds ($140); 8x2mm scatter band, hand-hammered sterling silver band and scattered black diamonds ($575). 4. Cell Band Set: 8x2mm palladium 
band, with a 14k pink gold cell accent ($1875) with a 1.5x2mm, 14k pink gold band ($475); Cell Ring: hand-hammered 14k pink gold square with an off-set 
white diamond, on a 3x1.5mm palladium band ($1445). 5. Rivet Ring: 6x2mm, hand-hammered palladium band, with an 18k green gold accent and a 0.02ct 
white diamond ($1475); Itty bitty rose-cut solitaire, white rose-cut diamond in a 14k pink gold bezel on a 1.5x1.5mm 14k pink gold band ($745) shown with a 
4x1.5mm 18k gray gold band ($895). 6. Itty-bitty rose-cut solitaire, champagne rose-cut diamond in a 14k pink gold bezel, on a 2x1.5mm linear hammered 
sterling silver band ($295); Rose-cut sapphire ring, orange rose-cut sapphire in a 14k pink gold bezel, on a 6x2mm, linear hammered, sterling silver band 
($545). 7. Cracked Bands: 6mm hand-hammered sterling silver with hand-engraved "crack" ($245) and 8mm hand-hammered oxidized sterling silver with 
hand-engraved "crack" ($295). Karin Jacobson Jewelry: 8. Square Palladium950 & Moissanite Collection: Women's medium with four 2mm round Mois- 
sanites ($1445); Solitaire with 6.5mm round Moissanite ($2622) with women's small band ($797); Men's plain square band ($1962). 9. Triangle Palladium950 
& Moissanite Collection: Men's plain triangle band ($1726); Women's wide band w/2.5xbmm Moissanite baguette ($1772); Solitaire w/6.5 mm round Mois- 
sanite ($2282) with women's small band ($797); Women's small w/one 2.5mm Moissanite ($911). Photos 1-7: Emily Johnson of EC Design, www. 
ecdesignstudios.com, photos by Hubert Bonnet. Photos 8 & 9: Karin Jacobson, www.superkarin.com, photos by Todd Hafermann. 
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Desserts by Cocoa & Fig: 1. Southern Banana Pudding Dessert Shooters: Layers of rich vanilla bean custard, fresh bananas, crushed Nilla Wafer cook- 
ies, and fresh whipped cream ($2/each), photo by Laura Ivanova Photography. 2. Dark Chocolate Dessert Shooters: Crushed chocolate cookies, Valrhona 
chocolate pudding, and fresh whipped cream ($2/each), photo by Cadence Cornelius Photographs. 3. Very Berry Shortcake Dessert Shooters: Vanilla bean 
cake, lemon mousse, seasonal berries, and fresh whipped cream in mini bale jars with wooden spoons ($4/each), photo by Brandon Werth Photography. 4. 
Pie on a Stick: House-made pie dough cut with a Minnesota-shaped cookie cutter then filled with pie filling and topped with another crust cutout and baked 
to a golden brown ($3/each), photo by Becca Dilley Photography for Hearten Magazine. 5. Vanilla Cake Lollipops: Decadent cake and buttercream icing is 
combined and rolled into a ball then dipped in milk, dark, or white chocolate ($2/each), photo by Jeff Loves Jessica. Cocoa & Fig, www.cocoaandfig.com. 
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Weddings, Events & 
Commitment Ceremonies 
Julie Lyford, Owner 
www.FabulousFunctions.com 
(651) 307 - 0368 


GOURMET 


RAW DIAMONDS GOLD SILVER 


extraordinary 


TODD REED 


THE 


GRAND HAND 


GALLERY 


619 GRAND AVENUE * ST. PAUL, MN 55102 
651-312-1122 * www.THEGRANDHAND.COM 


Wedding Favors” 
l'or Foodies! 


Oil: Vinegar 


Historic Cathedral Hill * Selby & Western, St. Paul 


651.224.5715 * www.wafrost.com 952.303.4220 


DLG CREATIVE MANAGEMENT 


$ || COMMITMENT CEREMONIES 
SPECIAL OCCASIONS 
COCKTAIL PARTIES 


DINNER SOCIALS 


FUNDRAISERS 


BOOK NOW AND RECEIVE A GIFT 
CERTIFICATE WORTH $100.00 
TOWARDS EVENT SERVICES 


CONTACT US! 612-870-9082 
INFO@DLGCREATIVEMGMT.COM 


Excelsior & Grand e 3840 Grand Way e St. Louis Park 


Your Day, Your Style, 


Let us be there with vou! 


EST. 1921 


€: a — 


400 St. Peter Street * St. Paul 
651-224-2354 
www.heimies.com 
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1 - 3. Delightful and delectable cupcakes and cakes by Sweet Retreat, www.thesweetretreatmn.com, photos 1 & 2 by James Schwartz; photo 3 by Curt 
Yamada. 4. Custom cake topper made to look like the grooms by Christa McKibben of Tippy Top Creations, www.tippytop.net; photo by Donae Cotton 
of Donae Cotton Photography. 5. Dessert table styling and design: Twin Cities' only dessert table designer, Shauna Younge specializes in creating highly- 
customized dessert displays, Shauna Younge Dessert Tables, www.shaunayounge.com, photos by Paper Antler. 
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etel One 
VODKA 


tlee fine designer jewelry 


The union of recycled metals to 
fair trade gemstones brings the 
high ideals of socially conscious 


jewelry to our work. LAVENDER'S 


All pieces are hand made by \ = Cy 
our expert jewelers and are N7 O “Sa 
constructed using reclaimed ni 
and re-refined gold, platinum, 
and palladium. LJ (S g g c 


Designer jewelry that is 
powerful and rare. The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 
Hip but not trendy 
Sophisticated yet friendly 
Luxury without pretense 


Thursday, April 5 


(612) 789-2656 


5:30 - 8:00 PM 


www.tleegold.com 


FREE 


18 University Ave NE 
Minneapolis MN 55413 


990 Central Ave. NE 
Minneapolis, MN 


Plenty of FREE parking in the LUSH parking lots 
and on streets next to LUSH. 


FEATURING 
Drink Specials 
Complimentary Hors d'oeuvres 
Prize Drawings 


HRC Twin Cities 
Project 515 
OutFront Minnesota 
1900 LaSalle 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 North Country Bears 
(612) 871-2702 All God's Children MCC 
MA N S I O N thevandusenmansion.com PFund 
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1 - 2. Studio on Fire creates custom letterpress invitations: The first example for a pair of brides using artwork designed by Studio on Fire, the second example 
for a pair of grooms using a design by one of the fellows, www.studioonfire.com, photos by Studio on Fire. 3. Tech Savvy: Red Stamp has a full suite of 
stylish correspondence for weddings and unions that can now be designed and sent directly from your iPhone and iPad in a variety of ways :: text, tweet, 
email, Facebook and send paper postcards, www.redstamp.com. 4. Mr. & Mr. or Mrs. & Mrs. custom invitations by redshoes26 design, www.redshoes- 
26design.com, photo by Hubert Bonnet. 5 - 6. Custom Birds of a Feather Fingerprint Tree Canvas Guest Book and custom invitations by My Choi of Paper 


Thinker, www.paperthickink.com, photos by ta'rooke photography. 
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Jukebox * Video Games * 3 75¢ Pool Tables * Pinball * Darts 
Pull Tabs Benefit The Aliveness Project 


ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 
OPEN: Mon.-Fri. 3 PM-2 AM * Sat.-Sun. 1 PM-2 AM 


ENJOY OUR 
SMOKING PATIO 


AL WAY S A GOOD TIME 
NEVER A COVER CHARGE 


] | Singles Pool TOURNAMENT 
— Sun., April 15 ° 4 PM 


$50 Bar Tab Bi 
to our 1,000* 
Facebook " Like" 


BIG 


GAY 
NEWS 


«COM 


Your News. Your Way. 


Your #1 Source for GLBT news. 


4 great ways to get your 
BIG GAY NEWS fix! 


eN 
Log on BigGay News.com 


i Your BARTENDER 
LACH 


Wo Wi Win SS, o (G17) 871-4533 o www.19bar.itgo.com 


me 


Y* Proudly;Serving Our; Community) Since9525 


Download daily podcast 
from iTunes 


= LUSH NEWS CAFE 


CHECK OUT OUR NEW MENU AT LUSHFOODBAR.COM 


Get the news as it happens 
on Twitter.com/biggaynews 


Sign up at BigGayNews.com € 
for a daily email of the CT LEE ) 
latest headlines algo, = 


Vo 
y 
p. AND FRFE WIFI 
— t 
® OPEN AT 8AM TUESDAY - SUNDAY 
GLBT NEWS PODCAST. BIGGAYNEWS.COM 990 CENTRAL AVENUE | NE MINNEAPOLIS 
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Celebrating 


Bachelor(ette)s and Bars: Hit the Town 


Locations: LUSH Food Bar: www.lushfoodbar.com, The Town House: www.townhousebar.com, 19 Bar: www. 19bar.itgo.com, The Brass Rail Lounge: www.thebrassraillounge.com, 
Gay 90's: www.gay90s.com. Activist T-Shirts: OutFront Minnesota: www.outfrontmn.org, Project 515: www.project515.org. Models: Hayden Johnson, Brandon Lowry, 
ShannaLee Horvik, Clare Saunders, Kathleen Watson. Produced by: Andy Lien. Photography by: Adam Lang 


DRESSY OR CASUAL, YOUR LAST NGHT ON THE TOWN AS SINGLES IS WORTH 
CELEBRATING N STILE LAVENDER VISITED LUSH FOOD BAR, THE TOWN HOUSE, 19 BAR, 
THE BRASS RAL LOUNGE, AND THE GAY 30S FOR SOME BACHELORVETTE PARTY ACTION, 
FIT FOR TWO BRDES OR TWO GROOMS. AND EVERYONE IN BETWEEN 


LUSH FOOD BAK 
DING, DANCNG, DRINKS, AND HUNKS 


LET PAPER GAMES 
WW YOUR OWN VEL 
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| NOW PRONOUNCE YOU 
HUSBAND AND HUSBAND. 


THE TOWN HOUSE 
POOL, JAZZ, DARTS, AND DRAG 


PN THE TAL 
THE GROOM Ù 
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SANE SEX + SAME SEX = 
MARRIAGE EQUALITY 


17 BAR 
LOW-KEY HSTORY, PERSONALITY, FRENDS 
AND FUN 


DAL DRESS AND 
to OF TOLET TISSUE 
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BRASS RAL 
POLES, COCKTILS, GRANTE, AND 
LATE 


WORKING THE POLE LIKE THE 
BRASS RAIL DANCERS DO. 
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ATE THE INSTITUTION OF MARRIAGE 
RR RSEN OF MINNEAPOLIS. 
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The 
LOUNGI= 
Your connection to GLBT... 


qi 
qp News 3-4-1's 


bis wir RAIL & DOMESTIC 


VI Events 


Rail Drinks * Domestic Bottles 


VI Giveaways | de (2X s $300 


Sign up today! 


Visit LavenderMagazine.com and look for the 


E-Newsletter sign up atthe top of our website. Reno QS) 


lo ge.com 


We're Your Cheap Datel 


YOURIBARTENDERS-aKevintaMickeyfaSuzanne 


First & Last FRIDAY 
Every Month 


$1 Rail & Domestic ° $5 Cover 
DJ Dancing Main Bar 
Karaoke in the Lounge 


YourINeighhorhood]Bariwit{h}EREESPArkKing) 
Your Friendly Bar Welcoming Everyone. Serving Our GLBT Community For/42 Years! 
Check daily happenings at Townhousebar.com or The Town House Bar on uf 


Celebrating 


VENUES FOR YOU 


— by Joy Summers 


One of the many difficult 
decisions facing betrothed cou- 
ples is also the question that’s 
plagued our people since first 
we discovered the transforma- 
tive power of fire to food, what 
are we going to eat? Hosting a 
wedding is not unlike throwing 
the cocktail party of your lives. 
Not only is it the opportunity for 
family and friends to toast your 
union, share in the love of one 
special day, it's also a chance to 
stuff them silly and maybe keep 
Aunt Ida's mouth full enough to 
keep her obnoxious opinions 
to herself (there's one in every 
crowd). Deciding the right ca- 
terer and event space can be be- 
yond overwhelming. Here we've 
gathered a few of our favorite 
spots to host a party, equipped 
with some of the best food in 
town. Whether a swank affair or 
a backyard bbq is your personal 
style, we've got the food for you. 


CREATE Catering & The Dining 
Studio 

1121 Jackson St., Minneapolis 
(612) 331-3310 
www.createcaters.com 


Photo by Billy Rob McFarland 


For a couple looking for a so- 


phisticated cocktail party, CRE- 
ATE Catering space is the only 
one of its kind that also holds 
a full liquor license. Handy if 
your friends are anything like 
mine. Tucked into a stretch of 
industrial, art studio spaces off 
Broadway and Central in North- 
east, the room is part art gallery, 
part catering space. The doors 
roll up in the warmer months 
allowing guests to spill outside 
into the elements. CREATE also 
boasts major foodie-cred with 
Chef Philip Dorwart leading 
the kitchen. A graduate of the 
prestigious Culinary Institute of 
America, Dorwart has worked 
in some storied kitchens. Best 
of all, the food that is served is 
sustainably sourced. 

The room can hold around 
72 people for a sit-down dinner 
or about 125 for a standup cock- 
tail party. 


Kafe 421 

421 14th Ave SE, Minneapolis 
(612) 623-4900 
www.kafe421.com 


Perfect for the couple looking 
to revel in the love of close friends 
and family. Kafe 421 offers an in- 
timate room off the back of their 
Dinkytown restaurant. Run by 
mother-daughter team Georgia 
Sander and daughter Antigoni 
Sander-McCloud, theyll make 
every member of your wedding 
feel like a close personal friend. 
The care that goes into each 
part of the party throwing pro- 


cess is reflective of the loving 
family that runs this place. The 
food available is Mediterranean 
with worldly influences. While 
the catering menu is a bit more 
formally skewed, they've been 
known to bring in their more 
casual items, like the killer lamb 
burger, at special request. They 
only serve beer and wine, but 
can bring in virtually any wine 
the couple requests, or as Tig 
told me, “If they want Dom, we 
can get them Dom! No problem.” 

The backroom holds around 
50 for a sit down dinner or 90 for 
a cocktail-style reception. Best 
of all, on Sunday nights, there is 
no room rental fee. 


D'Amico Catering at the 
Walker 
Modern Events by D'Amico 
1750 Hennepin Ave, Minne- 
apolis 
(612) 238-4444 
www.walkerart.com 

Perfect for a much more am- 
bitious wedding party. I'd chal- 
lenge you to find more elegant 
surroundings. The Walker can 
host a party from 6 to 3500 
guests — an impressive span. 
They have a myriad of differ- 
ent rooms including the very 
chic Gather restaurant space. 
With a patio that overlooks the 
sculpture garden and downtown 
Minneapolis, it’s as impressive 
a view as you could ask for on 
a warm Minnesota evening. 
The food comes from the same 


kitchen that has trained some of 
the best chefs this city has to of- 
fer, including Gather Executive 
Chef Josh Brown. Gather has 
been recognized as one of the 
best new restaurants of the last 
year. Restrained elegance with 
the best ingredients served as 
food art, while surrounded by 
modern art. 


Fork in the Road Food Truck 
(612) 354-3233 
www.forkintheroadtruck.com 


For a couple looking to inject 
a bit of whimsy in their wedding, 
why not have a bright orange 
truck bring the fun food? The 
food truck option is the perfect 
way to go for crunchy, nature- 
loving couples, ideally suited for 
outdoor ceremonies. While Amy 
Frechette and Kari Offerdahl can 
handily whip up just about any 
food your hearts request, their 
slow braised, pulled pork is a 
thing of beauty, as is their refresh- 
ing, zingy, vegan-friendly gaz- 
pacho. Their guest lists usually 
range from serving 15-500 people. 

The fun of a food truck also 
allows for guests to come up and 
place their own orders, rather 
than that awkward time spent at 
tables, all guest's eyes hungrily 
turned to overwhelmed servers 
only to receive tepid food. The 
ladies also have some fun bar- 
tenders that they can bring in to 
serve alcoholic drinks (provid- 
ing that the venue has licens- 


ing, etc.). ic 
Continued on page 70. 
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Our Evbertise. 


Mintahoe 


M 


CATERING & EVENTS 


Award-winning catering, event planning 
and memorable spaces for every occasion! 


Nicollet Island Pavilion . Van Dusen Mansion & Events Center 
Minneapolis Central Library . Cháteau at Medicine Lake 
Minnesota Boat Club . Saint Croix National Golf & Event Center 
Apples Catering . Perfect Host Catering . Mintáhoe Beverage Services 
Picnics Plus! . Professional Foodservice . Twin City Casinos & Entertainment 


www.mintahoe.com . 612.253.0255 


2011 Winner, ‘Best Catered Event’ 
International Special Events Society - MN Star Awards 


3-6pm and 9pm-1am 
$1 Off All Bottled Beer & Cocktails 


$5 Off All Buckets O' Beer 
$2 Off All Burgers After 9pm 


Eee 7, 


on Monday & Tuesdays! È f i 
**Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events E E NL o 


Cso to the Heel Bucngy Canter è The dry | Guage 


ZO Wesì r | St RANE 


DOWNTOWNER 


-WOODFIRE GRILL- 


: : TM 
simpLu Beyond the ordinary. 
“Meet 
Kathy Jenkins - Saint Paul Pioneer Press 
PRIVATE DINING ROOM IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND CORPORATE MEETINGS 


253 WEST SEVENTH STREET, ST. PAUL 
For Reservations call 651-228-9500 
or visit www.opentable.com 
www.downtownerwoodfire.com 
Free parking. 
Close to the Xcel Energy Center & the Ordway. 


park 
tavern 
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Bachelor Farmer 

50 N 2nd Ave, Minneapolis 
(612) 206-3290 
www.thebachelorfarmer.com 


One more place to keep in 
mind is the über-hip Bachelor 
Farmer. The restaurant made 
the semi-finals for the Beard 
awards earlier this year as one 
of the best new restaurants in 
the country. Run by the Day- D'Amico Catering at the Walker. Photo Courtesy of Walker Art Center 
ton brothers, covered with Alec 
Soth photography, and sporting 
the sort of refined, elegant Nor- 
wegian food sweeping the world, 
it's ground zero for food hipness 
right now. While it wasn't quite 
prepared by press time, they will 
also soon sport what is likely to 
be the most sought after event 
space in the city. The upper level 
of the converted warehouse is 
still being spiffed up, and details 
being finalized, but watch this 
space for more information. L1 
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Kafé 421. Photo Courtesy of Kafé 421 


Minnesota's New 
m Wine Destination 


e m oe m jy lj t o o i ARA 
ad a á dd gii be rt rali 


ESL IT 
MÓà 


One of a kind and critically acclaimed 
Caribbean / Indian / Asian fusion home cooking. 


3761 Bloomington Ave. S. Minneapolis 
612.724.3088 - www.marlascuisine.com 


Free Wine Tastings 
2-7 Fridays & 2-6 Saturdays 


Over 2600 Wines in Stock 
Over 400 Wines on Sale Now! 
Spring Wine Sale Coming Early April 


Sign up for the hottest wine e-newsletter in town 
by texting "sorella" to 22828. 


www.sorellawines.com 
612-339-4040 


1010 Washington Avenue South 
Ground Level of The Bridgewater Lofts 
Free Garage Parking! 10-9 M-Th, 10-10 F-Sat 


Early and Late Night Happy Hour 


Hennepin & West 26th Minneapolis 612.874.0481 


LUNCH: Monday - Friday 11am-2pm 
Several lunch specials including 
All You Can Eat Spaghetti 


MONDAY: 
All You Can Eat Spaghetti 
ALL DAY: $6.99 (dine-in only) 


TUESDAY: 
Family Night Special: Large 2 topping pizza, 
garlic cheese bread, liter of soda: $19.99 «tx 

WEDNESDAY: 

Buy ANY pizza and get a FREE Large 
cheese pizza until 8pm 
*cheese only* 
THURSDAY: 

Chicken Wings from 


Bielenberg € Tamarack Woodbury 651.209.81 


Takeout Available 
1221 W. Lake Street 612-824-1378 _ www.tumrupthai.com 
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lens 


lag 


THE 
Everyone Welcome, Every Day. WEDGE 


2105 Lyndale Ave S | M-F 9-10 S & S 9-9 | www.wedge.coop 


TOA ROP mmi 


Ln — 


Gift Certificates Available 


Selby & Dale Saint Paul 651.221.9140 


Grand Avenue € Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 
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Loving 


Lavender Love: Wedding Edition 


DON AND JERRY 


FOREVER FAITHFUL: 


(Left to right): Phil Blanding, Don Ofstedal, Jerry Lee, Jay 
Conti. Photo provided by Jerry Lee 


Don Ofstedal and Jerry Lee met in the 
early 70’s in a now defunct bar called Sut- 
tons. Sitting around the bar, their eyes met. 
They struck up a conversation that made 
them want to get to know one another better. 
Over a year later, they moved in together. It 
was at the time where they were moving 
back and forth from San Francisco to Min- 
neapolis that their relationship thickened. 
They were in their 20s that night they met 
at the bar, and 40 years later they are still 
together. Having that strong support and un- 
conditional acceptance was key to enhanc- 
ing their relationship. They try to never go 
to bed with an unresolved conflict between 
each other and have a high respect for one 
another as individuals. When Massachusetts 
passed the legislation for gay marriages, 
Don and Jerry undoubtably agreed to tie 
the knot. They went online and applied for 
a license and made arrangements with the 
justice of peace in Provincetown to complete 
the ceremony. In June of 2004, they were 
married. A quick four years later, they decid- 
ed to remarry in California, as well. They are 
even not eliminating the possibility of a third 


— by Toni Meyers 


marriage. I asked them for their secret and 
they replied, “It’s not all easy to say exactly 
what has worked for us, but certainly the 
support of nearly all of our friends and fam- 
ily gave us a foundation that helped us grow 
over the years.” Don then gave me a word 
of advice, “Having the encouragement of our 
friends and family all seemed to enrich the 
life we have had together and, also, the life 
we still have ahead of us.” 


MATT AND CHAD 


HALLOWEEN TREATS: 


Matt Felt and Chad Kampe. Photo by Yaritza Colon 


It was a Halloween night filled with cos- 
tumes and dancing at the Saloon. A young 
Chad Kampe was a senior at Macalester Col- 
lege at the time when he randomly convinced 
himself to take a study break. So he dressed 
himself up as a Tennis Pro and hit the Saloon. 


It was that night nine years ago when Matt 
Felt decided to do the same and went out as 
a Pro Wrestler. They spotted each other on 
the dance floor and the rest was history. “We 
have similar ideas about what is fun, and re- 
ally seem to understand each other,” Chad 
confessed. A couple years later, they decided 
to get married but the proposal was not need- 
ed. They just knew that it was the right thing 
to do. “It was very natural,” they explained to 
me. In the mountains of Western Massachu- 
setts, they rented out a property and invited 
close friends and family. A total of 150 people: 
“That shows us just how much people really 
do care about us.” The wedding was a special 
and meaningful occasion. It was their first 
chance to publicly declare the love the have 
for each other in a larger group. Before, the 
nerves of holding hands or even kissing in 
the street was not always appreciated. A ma- 
jority of their guests stayed on the property as 
they celebrated their love on both Friday and 
Saturday. Each night the dancing continued 
until about two in the morning. Throughout 
the day, they had activities such as wine tast- 
ings and jazzercise classes. Overall, it was a 
colorful weekend of pride and love. The idea 
of a life together, raising a child, traveling the 
country are all what brings this couple their 
deserved happiness. The willingness to of- 
fer your life to another does not necessarily 
make you happy. It is sharing your lifetime 
with the person you care for the most with 
the expectance of only love in return. 


PATRICIA AND SONIA 


PROPOSAL ONE 
AND PROPOSAL TWO: 


CO = 


How would you spend all the days of 
your life together with one person? I asked 
Patricia Rhodes and Sonia Wright, > 


Continued on page 74 
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5006 Xerxes Ave. S. Mpls 
(612) 922-9192 We can ship your order! 
info@vinaigrettemn.com 
www.vinaigrettemn.com 
Olive Oils Scents & Lotions by Olivella 


TOAST(~ 


NS 


HAPPY HOUR 5-6 PM 


1/2 PRICE BOTTLES 
20% OFF GLASSES 


A 


VOTED BEST WINE BAR BY 
LAVENDER READERS FOR THE 
FAB 50 AWARDS! 


handcrafted happy hour... 
$3 off wine glasses 


$3 off tap beers 
mon thru sat 2pm - 5pm e 


www.blackbirdmpls.com 


3800 Nicollet Avenue * phone 612.823.4790 


"I'm in love 
with another 


SURDYK'S 


LIQUOR & CHEESE SHOP 
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LR 


Sonia Wright and Patricia Rhodes. 
Photo by a.m. Photography 
"Laughing!" They replied. They met each 
other years ago in California while visiting 
a friend. Afterward, the memory of one an- 
other stuck with them as they progressed as 
close friends throughout the years. They fell 
in love and in 2006, they started dating. Patri- 
cia became defenseless against Sonia's smile 
and in 2007 they became domestic partners. 
A year later, they both knew the time was 
right for a more meaningful commitment. 

Two proposals: Patricia is a very tradi- 
tional person when it comes to marriage. She 
called Sonia's father to ask for his daughter's 
hand in marriage, along with her mother, sis- 
ter and brother. Sonia's father and brother 
share a name, the older being Senior and 
the younger being Junior. Patricia called So- 
nia's father to deliver her proposal but, after 
her heartfelt speech, Patricia waited for a 
response and was embarrassed to hear So- 
nia's brother's voice telling her that, in fact, 
he was not Sonia's father. Patricia had to call 
Sonia's father and redeliver the entire the 
speech to get his permission. 

In July of 2008, Patricia got down on one 
knee, holding a gorgeous diamond ring, and 
asked Sonia to marry her. Sonia was speech- 


less and dazzled by the beauty of the ring. 
She was worried about the expense Patricia 
invested and suggested getting a more af- 
fordable wedding band. One day while Sonia 
was reclining in a chair, the ring fell in the 
cracks of the cushions. After much panic 
and determination to recover her ring, she 
could so longer imagine her finger wearing 
anything else. 

When the time finally came, they set the 
date three weeks in advance of their wed- 
ding day. Even with such short notice, they 
had full support of their families and were 
able to make a dream wedding come true. 
Patricia and Sonia were married on 10-10-10. 
"Marriage is important to us, it helps our 
children feel secure and our extended family 
recognize our level of commitment to each 
other," they told me. In the future, they see 
only brightness. ^We are just really happy, 
and excited to share the rest of our lives to- 
gether raising our kids and growing old." 


ANIA AND MOLLY 


THE BEST OF TWO WORLDS: 


Molly Ahern and Ania Nadybska. 
Photo by a.m. photography 


Ania Nadybska traveled from Poland at 
the age of 19 on 9/11 with high aspirations 


of experiencing new endeavors and an edu- 
cation in the United States, unaware of the 
happiness ahead waiting for her to unravel. 
Molly and Ania crossed paths while work- 
ing together in her sister's restaurant back 
in March of 2003. Hypnotized by her thick 
accent, Molly Ahern was literally hooked 
at hello. Immediately, Molly was drawn to 
Ania as soon as she saw her outgoing per- 
sonality and captivated by the radiance of 
her smile. Neither Molly nor Ania were out 
at this point but, after about a year of flirting, 
their relationship became almost enviable. 
Molly gathered up enough courage to take 
the first leap and ask Ania out on a date. Joy- 
fully, Ania accepted. 

The first date was at the Lagoon The- 
atre where they shared their first kiss. 
They have been together ever since, eight 
years. Molly has a deep understanding and 
enthusiasm for learning the tradition and 
culture of Poland, so when Molly knew she 
wanted to propose she practiced for weeks 
the translation into Polish. Molly's sister, 
Kelly, helped in the planning as the family 
took off to Costa Rica. Molly and her sis- 
ter picked up a ring and packed it secretly 
on the trip. The execution had to be per- 
fect so the decision was made to go on a 
horseback ride through the rain forest and 
end up at a beautiful waterfall. When they 
reached the waterfall, Molly was amused 
to discover that is was actually Costa Rica's 
dry season and there was barely a stream to 
be seen. Regardless, the feelings remained 
abundant. On one knee in front of that tiny 
stream, Molly looked up at Ania and asked 
her for a lifetime together. “I absolutely 
love the feeling of knowing that I have 
someone as wonderful as Molly in my life," 
Ania professed. Today, Molly and Ania are 
still hoping for Minnesota to pull through 
on marriage equality, but in the meantime 
they continue each day together. “I would 
marry her today if I could," Molly told me. 
Molly and Ania give reassurance that love 
truly does inspire one another to become 
better people. O 
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TRAVELZA LEADERS M". 3 : " 


NCL Pearl * Jan 20th — 27th, 2013. 
All inclusive cruising at it's finest! 
Inside cabin for $1007. 


Price includes: Premium drinks for the length of the 
cruise, $75 onboard credit, cruise and all taxes, and 
one way transfer. 


Sails from Miami to: 
Grand Cayman * Great Stirrup Caye * Ocho Ríos * Cozumel 


twincjties 
1onecymcón com 


Limited space available, please contact Jackie@tvileaders.com 


say aloha to aloft hotels! 


aloft hotels celebrate style in a no-walls, no-limits space. 
il or visit aloft Minneapolis and experience: 
A “ feel the vibe as you mix and mingle over music and specialty elixers 
re:fuel by aloft™ grab & go gourmet light meals and snacks 24/7 
mix catch up on the buzz as you meet, surf the net, or play a game of pool 


aloft minneapolis ` 
900 Washington Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55415 C) F t 
aloft hotels...the new tWist™ in travel—a vision of W Hotels as 


A VISION OF W HOTELS 


alofthotels.com/minneapolis 1-877 go aloft 


ARE omo =— ROSEN m Simon TACORI  VERRAGIO 


i 1 CHRISTIAN P R 
MICHAEL B. CHAD ALLISON Gay Sys BAUERA AP DR Gelin Abaci 


Expecting just 50 bands? We have over 3,000 in store! 


We're celebrating love and marriage during our Wedding Band Fair 


with one year interest-free financing, no sales tax and the largest ARTH | | R 
selection in the Twin Cities from the top jewelry designers. 


1717 Lexington Avenue N Roseville 651-488-0365 ArthursJewelers.com Expect the Unexpected. 
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<ARISTOS 


Greek Restaurant 
& 
Catering Service 


SY 
Minneapolis - (612) 871-2111 
St. Paul- (651) 224-6000 
Minnetonka - (612) 912-1000 


© StudioSame 


Capturing Love and 


Family— For Everyone. 


StudioSame.com | 651.847.0681 
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from Williams-Sonoma since it imbues a sense of history and age. Here you see the 
baby bottles of Moscato and the full-sized bottles with their golden color bringing more 
hues of yellow in. 

The hers & hers yellow bouquets in matching tones, yet different flowers, hint at the 
differences of two people involved in this celebration of commitment. I chose to make an 
ombre cake in yellow to pull in all the tones of the season. The layers of cake are also 
ombred to match the vanilla-bean buttercream exterior. The simple daffodil-hued invita- 
tion with black brings the look full circle. Summer is a season of plenty, everything is 
flourishing and growing. Think of bright colors, light dishes and bold patterns. 

Autumn is a season of harvest, a time when we reap and begin to store up for the 
winter months. Deep colors like browns and plums, think texture such as mohair and 
tweed. Ichose my faux bois tabletop collection for Autumn due to the deep, brown color 
and texture ofthe pattern. The earthenware is handmade in England and evokes a sense 
of tradition. The Dorset crystal is from Williams-Sonoma, chosen as the hand-cut bevels 
hinted at the ridges of a tree trunk without being literal. 

Ichosea cutting board by J.K. Adams and a wooden pedestal as serving pieces to bring 
more cohesion of this season together. On the cutting board is a fig & olive tapenade that 
is served family style. The cake is a brown sugar & bourbon cake that is iced with a brown 
sugar & bourbon buttercream. Nestled in between the cake layers is a bourbon-infused 
ganache and also drizzled on top. Full, rich flavors paired with deep, intense colors — au- 
tumn is a season of luxe. The woodland boutonnieres for him & him are made of found 
items from the forest. 

The look is finished off with a pumpkin-colored invitation with berry ribbon, baby bot- 
tles of Processo in a beautiful, brown hue which I envision infusing with a dose of Créme 
Yvette. I fashioned a sculptural wedding cake out of faux bois pieces to show another 
variation of how you can present your registry gift to the happy couple. 

Winter is the season of rest. It is also a season of Christmas, the New Year, and Val- 
entines. I specifically chose red for this season, yet wanted to not be overly literal to the 
point of being corny. Red in all its many hues is a vibrant and warm color. The eclectic 
dinnerware from Williams-Sonoma with its many textures is literally called Eclectique. 
What I love about this collection is its durability, yet it maintains a refined appearance. 
One would never know it goes from the freezer to the oven to the table, or that you can 
throw it in the microwave and then the dishwasher. These porcelain pieces are true 
investments in your entertaining repertoire. You will truly own these forever (unless of 
course you throw one across the room, then not so much...) The dinnerware cake is a set 
atop a vintage-inspired cake stand from Williams-Sonoma. 

Ibelieve the Holidays are a time of shimmer and sparkle, so I wanted to bring silver in. 
Here you see silver-rimmed saucer champagne/martini glasses and drink glasses from 
Riedel, available at Williams-Sonoma along with the hammered flatware which reflects 
light much like the moon off fallen snow. 

The luxurious, red Il Rosso sparkles in the saucer champagne glass alongside the red 
bottle it was poured from. The ‘Save the Date’ correspondence is a snow-white parchment 
paper embossed with a faux bois design, paired with a champagne-colored invitation with 
snow-white bow. This elegant setting with its silver, red and glass pairings is accented by 
a bouquet of champagne and snow tones atop silvery-gilt eucalyptus. The vessel they sit 
within is hand-wrapped in burgundy-colored ribbon. I elevated the floral centerpiece on a 
glass cake stand from Crate & Barrel so as not to detract from it. 

Any pieces not mentioned in the article are from my own personal collection that I 
have obtained over the years. Thank you Kevin at Baker, Knapp & Tubbs for the use of 
their beautiful showroom as well as the vendors that supplied product for this spread, this 
would have never been achieved without you: Crate & Barrel, Johnson Brothers, Papy- 
rus, Target and Williams-Sonoma. 

The appetizer suggestions I created for the article are meant to be created for affairs of 24 
or less, truly anything larger than that and you should really consider having someone else do 
that on your behalf. I wanted to inspire your event with ideas that can be made a week, a few 
days prior, or the day of so you can pace yourself without getting too stressed out. Maybe even 
have your friends/family pitch in by making some of the recipes for you and bringing them — 
after all, your wedding is about a coming together of all your loved ones. 

In ending, I want to thank Andy and Lavender Magazine for asking me to inspire read- 
ers with what I would do if/when I get married (should Mitch ever ask me). It has been 
meant to be relatable and aspirational for you all. I would love to see photos and hear from 
you all who use this as a guide as that is what continues to inspire me. Wishing you all a 
year filled with fantastic opportunities and love. Please see www.LavenderMagazine. 
com for all cake and appetizer recipes. L1 
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Thursdaus 


The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


WHEN: 
Thursday, April 5 


TIME: 
5:30 - 8:00 PM 


990 Central Ave. NE 
Minneapolis, MN 


Plenty of FREE parking in the LUSH parking lots 
and on streets next to LUSH. 


REGISTER TO WIN A $100 
Uptown Dermatology & SkinSpa gift card. 


2 tickets to HIGH, starring Kathleen Turner, 
on April 18 at Pantages Theatre. 


2 tickets to Mary A La Carte on March 22 
at New Century Theatre. 


FEATURING 
Drink Specials 
Complimentary Hors d'oeuvres 
Prize Drawings 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS: 
HRC Twin Cities 
Project 515 
OutFront Minnesota 
North Country Bears 
All God's Children MCC 
PFund 


Re;Bath)Floor; 
System 
on$500)Jorr, 

anyRe,Bath system, 


I I 

ME, RE-BATH E 

1952913211933] 
1-800-Bathtub (1-800-228-4882) 


l www.Minnesotarebath.com ! 
T *Notredeemable for cash, Coupon good 


— = 


Let the World's Largest 
Bathroom Remodeler update 
your bathroom for 
No Money Down, 
No Payments & poe. 
No Interest for One Year! ni | 


952-432-1933 @//2:7\/1 
1-800-Bathtub (1-800-228-4882) WORLD'S LARGEST OATHROOM REMODELER 
[2] 229, [ur] 

www.Minnesotarebath.com io 


E] Locally owned and operated! ¢ License #062249PM 
r . 


SO kode That Cuisine 
4 q 

i F OFFERING THE ONLY 
FULL SERVICE THAI 
Wu CATERING IN THE CITY 
AND 
A PRIVATE PARTY ROOM 
FOR UP TO 50 


AWARD WINNING THAI CUISINE SINCE 1983 
DELIVERY * TAKE-OUT * FULL BAR * SPECIAL EVENTS 
607 Washington Ave S * Downtown Mpls * 612.338.6451 


LavenderMagazine.com | 87 


Heal Weddings: 


SONIA WRIGHT 
AND PATRICIA RHODES 


Date of Wedding: October 10, 2010 

Dating Since: 2006 

Ceremony: Mayflower United Church of Christ, 
Minneapolis 

Reception: Stella's Fish Café, Minneapolis 
Photography: a.m. photography 


Getting married was an easy and fast decision 
for Sonia and Patricia once Patricia popped 
the question. Sonia says that being married 
"feels so right to us- like we've known each 
other forever." Braving their fair share of 
hilarious adventures, including losing Sonia's 
engagement ring in a recliner and accidentally 
asking Sonia's brother instead of her father 
for her hand in marriage, the couple knows 
they will "spend the rest of our lives together 
because we compliment each other so well 
and spend all of our time laughing." 
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Heal Weddings: 


ERICA HOLZER AND JANE 
(BOWMAN) HOLZER 


Date of Wedding: August 13, 2011 
Dating Since: Had dated 4 years 
Ceremony: Macalester College 
Weyerhauser Chapel 

Reception: Macalester College 

Kagin Commons 

Additional Location: The Saint Paul Hotel 
Photography: Studio Same 


Jane and Erica's wedding was a very personal 
reflection of themselves. The couple combined 
Erica's Jewish traditions with Jane's Unitarian 
traditions to create a uniquely blended 
ceremony. Complete with a bagpiper and 
decorations made by Erica's mother, the 
wedding was full of positive energy and 
beautiful sunshine. Their photographer Pat 
Connolly recalls the “openness, warmth, and 
authenticity” of the event and the beauty of 
spending time with such a delightful family. 
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Heal Weddings: 


BERNARD LEE & MARK MILLER 


Date of Weading: October 10, 2010 

(aka 10/10/10) 

Dating Since: October 5, 2001 

Location of Ceremony and Reception: James 
J Hill Reference Library, St. Paul 
Photography: Rogue Photography and 
Bellagala 

Floral: Sassafras Floral 


Bernard and Mark took special care to choose 
he perfect date for their wedding: 10-10- 

10. The date was close to the anniversary 

of their first date, and they knew it would be 
easy to remember. But, most importantly, 

he number 10-10-10 in Chinese cultu 
symbolizes "a state or condition that everything 
is (and hopefully will be) perfect.” As the 
winners of Lavender's Win a Wedding 
Contest, the duo was able to have thei 
dream wedding and continue to plan their 
uture together. Bernard notes that winning 
he contest "actually helped us in our ultimate 
goal of adopting children, and in less than two 
years, we now have two little baby boys in our 
home." With the growth of such a beautiful 
amily, it seems like Bernard and Mark really 
have reached a state of perfection. 


D 
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Heal Weddings: 


ANGELA CALLAIS | 
AND DENISE OCHOCKI 


Date of Wedding: November 11, 2011 itt 

Ceremony and Reception: Intermedia Arts, 

Minneapolis 

Photography: Emma Freeman Photography T 
iy 


Angela and Denise incorporated their love 
for art into every aspect of their special day. 
The crafty couple wanted to handle most 

of the preparations themselves, including 
creating invitations and decorating for the 
reception. Antique clocks were refinished and 
set at "11:11" to mark the date. The couple 
kept it casual and personal on their wedding 
day, spending time with their daughter and 
other family members as they set up for the 
ceremony. Photographer Emma Freeman 
says "their weading was a celebration of art, 
community, commitment, and love in a very 
personal and beautiful way." 
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Heal Weddings: 


PATRICK DEA 
AND SCOTT BOOHER 


Date of Wedding: August 12, 2011 

Dating Since: August 12, 2002 

Ceremony: Loring Pasta Bar, Minneapolis 
Reception: Varsity Theater, Minneapolis 
Photography: Rebecca Larson of Rebecca 
Rae Photography 


Patrick and Scott met in an online chat room 
in August of 2002. After only one week, 

Patrick drove five and a half hours from lowa 
o Uptown to spend the weekend with Scott. 
Patrick fondly remembers their first meeting. 
"He introduced me to Iron Chef and he tried 

o play footsie with me. | was sold.” The 
wedding took place nine years later in August 
o celebrate their first meeting. The couple 
created annotated maps of Minneapolis to 
chart the history of their romance, pointing out 
where they got engaged and other romantic 
highlights. Learn more about Patrick and 
Scott's wedding at http://www.patrickandscott. 
net/OCeremony/Welcome.html. 
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Heal Weddings: 


JAN 


OLSON 


AND NANCY HENSLY 


Date of Wedding: September 10, 2011 
Dating Since: Had dated 17 years 

Ceremony and Reception: Chicago 
Photography: Custom Creations Photography 


For years, Nanoy's co-workers questioned her 


about 


flowers at work. Little did they know, the “man” 


^who's the man" whenever she received 


was actually Jan--the love of Nancy's life. 


Nancy 


inally told her co-workers and married 


Jan after 17 years of dating. The couple's 
photographer, Amy Zellmer, followed the 
couple to Chicago for the ceremony. “They are 
such a wonderful and happy couple. It brought 
tears to my eyes to see them so in love!" 
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Heal Weadings: 


RIVER COOK 
AND BYRD SHULER 


Date of Wedding: July 23, 2011 

Dating Since: February 1, 2002 

Ceremony and Reception: Windbeam Farm, 
Hager City, Wl 

Photography: Amy Wurdock Photography 


Photographer Amy Wurdock recalls River and 
Byrd's wedding as one of the most beautiful 
ceremonies she's ever photographed. "The 
love and community that surrounded them 
took my breath away." Each wedding detail 
was planned with care, and each family and 
friend had a special role in the ceremony. River 
recalls “how many of our people showed up 
for us, and from how many different parts of 
our lives; going through that ceremony with 
that many witnesses was super profound and 
beautiful." 
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Heal Weddings: 


PETER KENNON 
AND BRIAN ROOD 


in 


am 


Photography: VADA Photography 


Date of Wedding: December 10, 2011 
Ceremony and Reception: Five Events Center, 


neapolis 


Though Brian and Peter officially got married 
in Massachusetts, they decided to hold an 
additional ceremony in Minnesota with more 


ily, more friends, and more flair. Wanting to 


have a wedding they would personally like to 


be guests at, the duo planned an atmospheric 


win 


er wedding full of food, humor, and tons of 


surprises--most notably with a butler passing 


out 


Taco Bell at midnight! The couple's 


memories couldn't be better. Brian says, "it's 


a cl 


iché when couples say that their wedding 


was the best day of their lives. It's even more 


abs 
perf 
thai 


102 


urd when couples say that everything was 
ect. Yet, that's how we like to remember 
day with our friends and family." 
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Heal Weddings: 


JESS HAAS 

AND HEATHER WILLY 

Date of Weading: August 6, 2011 

Ceremony and Reception: Open Eye Theatre, 
inneapolis 

Photography: Emma Freeman Photography 


sing food from local farms and home-brewed 
eer, Jess and Heather planned an intimate 
vent that was all about their love for bikes, 

cal food, good beer, and (of course) each 
her. Friends and family members participated 
a bike processional through the streets of 
inneapolis to the Open Eye Theatre, with the 
ouple riding a yellow tandem bike. Members 
of the community picked flowers and poured 
drinks, making the event a community 
celebration of their beautiful relationship. 


DOC 


5 O96 


Q 


N Witness our commitment. 
Celebrate love. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST SIXTH 
4:50 pm 


ceremony 
dinner 
cut a rug 


at 


OPEN EYE FIGURE THEATRE 


bicycle 


fom 


weekend details and gift registry 
http.//dessAndHeatber ourwecdin 
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Heal Weddings: 


MELISSA DOYLE 

AND KAMI DAVIS 

Date of Wedding: April 16, 2010 
Dating Since: Had dated for 4% years 
Ceremony: All God's Children MCC, 
inneapolis 

Reception: Millennium Hotel, Minneapolis 
Floral: La Petite Fleur 
Photography: Tracy LeCapitaine Photography 
and Carra Otten 


elissa and Kami knew that getting married 
was the obvious next step for two people with 
he bond they experienced. The couple knew 
hey were perfect for each other from the 
minute they met through mutual friends. “From 
he beginning we were inseparable! There was 
a spark between us; an understanding and a 
bond that neither of us had ever felt before. It 
was, and still is, electric!” 


106) LAVENDER | MARCH 22-APRIL 4, 2012 


$4 


a ZA. 


% EI 1 
tea e — di i 


LavenderMagazine.com | 107 


Heal Weddings: 


ALYSON AND JESSE NEWQUIST 
(ENGAGEMENT PHOTOS) 

Date of Wedding: August 24, 2011 

Dating Since: 2006 
Ceremony and Reception: Juliane James 
Place, Finlayson 
Floral: Munster Rose 
Photography: Photogen Inc 


Even a plan to only go on 20 dates couldn't 

eep Alyson and Jesse from embracing their 

commitment to each other and tying the 

not. After a seven-month road trip across 

he country, the couple finally settled down in 
innesota and developed a unique wedding 

venue called Juliane James Place. “It's a 

wedding venue for people who want to get 

married in an open space - without the burden 

of others' assumptions." 
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Heal Weddings: 


AARON SMITH 

AND PHILLIP POTTRATZ 

Date of Wedding: August 13, 2011 

Dating Since: Had dated 3 Y» years 
Ceremony and Reception: Private residence 
in Melrose 

Floral: Sadie's Floral 

Photography: Alee Photography 


n order to incorporate Aaron's New York 
background with Phillips Minnesota 
background, the couple decided to "blend 
a NYC chic with a Minnesota Nice theme" 
or their wedding. With classy cocktails 

and Minnesota comfort food, the day fully 
embraced the merging of two lives into one. 
Aaron and Phillip even created a special 
cocktail--the "PandA'"--to commemorate the ! 
event. The evening ended in a splash--Aaron a ( x à » 
and Phillip both jumped into the pool followed “r 

by several guests! a 
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Name & Location 


Description 


Beauty/Spa 


Name & Location 


Good Thyme Restaurant 
77180 Hwy 13 

Washburn, WI 54891 

(715) 373-5255 
www.goodthymerestaurant.com 


Description 


Private parties, catering and event space. Signature 
entrees and desserts presented with at-home 
hospitality. Simply a great wining and dining 
experience that your guests will not forget! 
Bayfield/ Apostle Island area. 


Anew Aesthetic 

120 6th St. S., #175 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
(612) 208-0741 
www.anewmedicalcenter.com 


Approach your big day facing the world confidently 
— looking better, and most importantly, feeling 
better than you ever did before. Call for your private 
consultation. Anew you... Anew life together! 


Grand Hotel Minneapolis 

615 2nd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 
(612) 373-0411 
www.grandhotelminneapolis.com 


The Grand Hotel can assist you in planning your 
wedding, commitment ceremony or anniversary. 
With superior service, cuisine, 4 Diamond 
accommodations, fitness club and spa, we're perfect 
for your events. 


Ivy Spa Club 

201 S. 11th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 343-3131 
www.ivyspaclub.com 


Twin Cities’ largest full-service spa with over 90 spa 
and salon treatments. Our expert stylists and well- 
trained therapists offer the ultimate in body and hair 
care for your important day. 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

511 Groveland Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 871-5303 
www.HennepinChurch.org 


Hennepin is a Reconciling Congregation welcoming 
the full participation of all persons. Pastor Bruce 
Robbins is happy to discuss the offering of Christian 
marriage to all prepared couples. 


Catering 


Hotel Minneapolis 

215 4th St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 
(612) 340-2000 
www.thehotelminneapolis.com 


The Hotel Minneapolis, part of Marriott's new 
Autograph Collection, is conveniently located in 
downtown Minneapolis combining urban energy with a 
sophisticated and comfortable ambiance. 

Autograph Minneapolis... “Where Hospitality Resides.” 


Christos Restaurant & Catering 
St. Paul (651) 224-6000 
Minneapolis: (612) 871-2111 
Minnetonka: (612) 912-1000 
www.christos.com 


Christos offers a wide range of catering services from 
booking a banquet to full-service meals delivered 

to your home or other location. Call our catering 
specialist today! 


Landmark Center 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 
(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


Historic Landmark Center is the perfect site for 
wedding ceremonies and receptions. It features 
soaring views with a glass skylight above the grand 
cortile ballroom and elegant courtrooms. 


Common Roots Catering 
2558 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55405 
(612) 353-4261 
www.commonrootscatering.com 


Full-service caterer offering modern takes on classic 
American cuisine. We use local and organic ingredi- 
ents to create a memorable menu with great food and 
drink that matches your values. 


Loring Kitchen & Bar 
1359 Willow St. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 843-0400 
www.loringkitchen.com 


Serving contemporary comfort food, eclectic wine, 
and craft cocktails for rehearsal dinners, wedding 
receptions, and morning after brunches. Centrally 
located, flexibility, peace of mind, and ambiance your 
guest will remember. 


French Meadow 

2610 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 
(612) 767-3443 
catering@frenchmeadowcafe.com 
www.frenchmeadowcafe.com 


We are more than buffets. Whether helping you plan 
an eco-friendly wedding at a non-traditional venue or a 
more formal affair we can cater to your every need. 


Maidenwood Wedding Center 
and Country Inn 

N447 244th Street 
Stockholm, WI 54769 

(602) 920-9365 
www.maidenwood.net 


Private reception center on 80-acre country estate 
with ceremony site in wildflower meadow overlooking 
Lake Pepin 1 hour from Cities. Honeymoon Suite plus 
3 rooms. Gorgeous hall seats 200. Incomparable! 


Mintáhoe Catering & Events 
(612) 253-0255 
info&mintahoe.com 
www.mintahoe.com 


Mintáhoe Catering & Events offers a fullrange of 
catering services as well as the most popular event 
spaces for every occasion! 


Profile Event Center 

2630 University Ave. SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 
(612) 331-5000 
www.profileeventcenter.com 


Beyond ordinary, extraordinary. The Profile Event 
Center is a dynamic and exciting setting for GLBT 
wedding receptions. No one leaves early from a 
reception at the Profile Event Center! 


Sawatdee Thai Restaurant 
607 Washington Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 
(612) 338-6451 
Cyndy@sawatdee.com 
www.sawatdee.com 


Serving award-winning Thai cuisine since 1983. 
Offering the only full service Thai catering in the city 
and a private party room for up to 50 seated guests. 


Saint Mark's Episcopal 
Cathedral 

519 Oak Grove St. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 780-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


A vibrant and welcoming metropolitan congregation 
located in the Minneapolis' Loring Park 
neighborhood, immediately south of downtown. 


Ceremony & 


Reception Venues 


Saint Paul Hotel 

350 Market St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 
(651) 292-9292 
www.stpaulhotel.com 


Since 1910, The Saint Paul Hotel has been one of 
the Twin Cities premier wedding reception venues. 
Sophisticated, stylish, and beyond compare, it is the 
unsurpassed choice for wedding events. 


All God's Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

3100 Park Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 
(612) 824-2673 
www.agemec.org 


A Christian Church celebrating God's inclusive love 
for all, All God's Children Metropolitan Church offers 
a welcoming environment for your wedding. 


Solera Restaurant & Event Center 
900 Hennepin Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 338-0062 
www.solera-restaurant.com 


With two floors of event space we can accommodate 
up to 1,000 guests. Our distinctive Spanish-influenced 
cuisine, panoramic skyline views, indoor and outdoor 
spaces and affordable pricing create a truly unique 
event experience! 


Campus Club 

403 Coffman Memorial Union 
300 Washington Ave. SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 
(612) 625-1442 
www.campusclubumn.org 


The Campus Club has a long tradition of hosting 
wedding ceremonies and receptions. We offer a 
central location, warm and welcoming environment, 
outstanding views, and a creative, attentive event staff. 


United Theological Seminary 
3000 Fifth St NW, 

New Brighton, MN 55112 
(651) 255-6145 
wedding@unitedseminary.edu 
www.unitedseminary-mn.org 


Bigelow Chapel: a stunning and unique venue. Warm, 
inviting setting with award-winning architecture and 
wonderful acoustics. Welcoming to people of all faiths 
and walks of life. Officiants available. 

Contact: Penny Truax 


Embassy Suites Minneapolis North 
6300 Earle Brown Dr. 
Brooklyn Center, MN 55430 
(763) 560-2700 


“A Wedding You Both Will Love!” Embassy Suites 
Minneapolis North is a beautiful 175 room upscale 
all-suite property which can accommodate up to 200 
guests for your special event. 


Van Dusen Mansion 

1900 LaSalle Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 871-2702 
www.thevandesenmansion.com 


"The award-winning Van Dusen Mansion is a full 
service, first class property perfect for elegant 
weddings. Every detail here is executed with care so 
you can enjoy your important day." 
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Landers Wedding Deuce &Oneatogy 


Name & Location 


Description 


Ceremony & Reception Venues 


(continued) 


Name & Location 


Description 


Honeymoon Destinations 


W.A. Frost 

347 Selby Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 
(651) 224-5715 
www.wafrost.com 


Incomparable ambiance and rare old world character 
located on historic Cathedral Hill. The cuisine has 

a strong emphasis on local small farmers that use 
organic and sustainable practices. Private rooms for 
groups of 8 — 48. 


Bob's Cabins 

664 Old North Shore Rd. 

Two Harbors, MN 55616 
(218) 834-4583 
www.bobscabinsonlakesuperior.com 


Spend your honeymoon at a small, quiet resort on the 
North Shore overlooking Lake Superior. We are just 
23 miles from downtown Duluth, and even closer to 
numerous North Shore attractions. 


The Woman's Club of 
Minneapolis 

410 Oak Grove St. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 813-5300 
www.womansclub.org 


Over 100 years strong, step into the possibilities and 
set the date for your next event with us. We'll make 
your wedding, or other event, a memorable occasion 
for all. 

Contact: Tim Welsh, Catering Director 


twincitieshoneymoon.com 

Four Twin Cities locations in 
Maple Grove, Eden Prairie, 
Stillwater, Woodbury 

(612) 767-3360 
www.twincitieshoneymoon.com/GLBT 


Whether celebrating your honeymoon or a destination 
wedding, our specialists are here to help you sort 
through the endless options and provide unbiased 
advice, convenience and time savings. 


Event Planners 


Winneshiek County Convention 
& Visitors Bureau 

507 W. Water St. 

Decorah, IA 52101 

(800) 463-4692 
www.visitdecorah.com 


Think Decorah! Refresh, rejuvenate, rekindle.... 
whatever "R&R" you're up for, Decorah is the ultimate 
getaway; and just 3 hours from the cities! 


DLG Creative Management - 
Wedding & Event Planning 
2021 Emerson Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55405 
(612) 870-9082 
www.dlgcreativemgmt.com 


DLG Creative Management — Wedding & Event 
Planning will blend excellence with passion, skill with 
creativity and inspiration with budgetary conscious- 
ness to make your special day truly exceptional. 


Jewelers 


Fabulous Functions 

Julie Lyford, Owner Fabulous 
Functions LLC 

(651) 307 - 0368 
www.FabulousFunctions.com 


We work behind the scenes, bringing your vision 

to life for you and your guests - using prescreened, 
gay-friendly businesses who are as excited about your 
event as we are. 


Fashion 


Arthur's Jewelers 

1717 Lexington Ave. N. 
Roseville, MN 55113 
(651) 488-0365 
www.arthursjewelers.com 


Expecting just 50 bands? We have over 3,000 in store! 
Arthur's has been honored with more awards than 
any other jeweler in the state. At Arthur's Jewlers, 
Expect the Unexpected. 


George Sawyer 

681 17th Ave. NE #125 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 
(612) 375-1799 
www.georgesawyer.com 


George Sawyer is the originator of mokume gane and 
patterned metal engagement, wedding and commit- 
ment rings. Our NE Minneapolis studio is open by 
appointment. Check our website and come in! 


Heimie's Haberdashery 
400 Saint Peter St. 

St. Paul, Minnesota 55102 
(651) 224 2354 
www.heimies.com 


Your Day, Your Style, Let us be there with you! 


T Lee Fine Designer Jewelry 
18 University Ave. NE 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 
(612) 789-2656 
www.tleegold.com 


Sophisticated yet friendly, luxury without pretense, 
hip but not trendy, designer jewelry that is powerful 
and rare. 


J. Novachis 

3930 W. 50th St. 
Edina, MN 55424 
(952) 927-8808 
www.jnovachis.com 


Known for cutting edge menswear, J. Novachis 
welcomes everyone in your wedding party. Whether 
you're looking for tailored wedding-wear or unique 
gifts for the wedding party, J. Novachis will help make 
your day memorable. 


Photographers 


Gifts 


Ahania Photography 
Highland Park 

St. Paul, MN 

(952) 200-6335 
www.ahaniaphoto.com 


Photography for old souls and young hearts. Ahania 
Photography combines a classic sensibility and 
modern eye to create fresh, bright images, beautiful 
handcrafted albums, and fine-art prints. 


The Grand Hand Gallery 
619 Grand Ave. 

St Paul, MN 55102 
(651) 312-1122 
www.thegrandhand.com 


From finding the perfect commitment rings, to creat- 
ing a unique gift registry, the Grand Hand Gallery has 
one-ofa-kind items that are sure to help make your 
special day unforgettable. 


DM Photographs 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 293-9016 
www.davidmesarch.com 


Wedding and engagement photography that is as indi- 
vidual as you are, by a photographer that understands 
just how unique and special your love truly is. 


Max's 

The Shops at Excelsior & Grand 
3826 Grand Way 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
(952) 922-8364 
www.stylebymax.com 


Max's is an unique boutique featuring artist made fine 
jewelry, home decor and specialty chocolates from 
around the world. Named America's #1 Coolest Small 
Store by INSTORE magazine in 2011. Wedding Event: 
June 15224. 


StudioSame 
(651) 247-0681 
www.studiosame.com 


We all yearn for our other half. When you find him or 
her (whether you're a him or a her) we are here. Stu- 
dioSame. Capturing love and family — for everyone. 


Surdyk's Liquor & Cheese Shop 
303 E. Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 
(612) 379-3232 
www.surdyks.com 


Surdyk's wine registry is the perfect complement 
to any gift list, and with over 5,000 brands of wine 
to choose from, it's the perfect complement to any 
couple. 
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THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


AUTOMOTIVE 


GUN SHOPS 


Taxes Giving 
You a Headache? 


Meet Our 
Newest Income 
Tax Specialist. 


Paul Vetsch can help. 


R 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road, Suite 425 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


paulv@RORTax.com | RORTax.com 


Lee Roehl e Mike Cassidy ° Mike Simon 


Lee Zurek * Paul Vetsch 


ALARM PROTECTION 


Gordy Neuman 
Mobile: 612-366-2050 
Licensed + Bonded - Insured 


PROTECTION, INC. 


Commercial - Residential - Fire 
Business: 612-728-0000 - Fax: 612-721-8993 
Email: gordy@ask4asap.com Web: www.ask4asap.com 


ATTORNEYS 


BANKRUPTCY 


Say Hello to 
Financial Freedom 


CazALES LAW uc 
(612) 483-1320 
Free Consultation 
www.cazaleslaw.com 4 


To Advertise in 
THE NETWORK 


C. Alexanderfeazales, Esq. 


Call 612-436-4698 


Present this coupon to receive 
an oil change for $26.95 AND 
‘a voucher for one FREE 12” 
one (1) topping pizza from . 


Sor valle wirt: atbar tere Mos Sila 
Opto 5 qi» ai eau a & filter. — 
store for details. = = 


1200 Glenwood ux 2 


2 Pra e er E 


COACHING 


(Be) CompLEtE 
AMERICA 


At Home | At Work | For Life 


Personal & Professional Development * Wellness Coaching 


ROBBEN M. SALYERS acc, cpc, ELI-MP (f 


www.becompleteamerica.com 
rsalyersebecompleteamerica.com 
For a complimentary Coaching Session call: 612.396.3573 


+ Fully stocked firearms dealer 
* Indoor shooting facilities 
+ Training courses 
4080 W. Broadway Ave. N. 
Robbinsdale - 763-533-9594 


3621 88th Ave. NE 
Circle Pines - 763-792-4867 


ge billsgs.com 


EMPLOYMENT 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 
for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


FLOORING PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


Expert hardwood floor sanding & refinishing, 
installation, water/pet damage & recoating 
ids list 


SUPER SERVICE 


WARD, 


612.290.1533 
www.earisfloorsanding.com 


SPRING SPECIALI 
10% OFF weight loss! Call now! 


HYPNOSIS CENTER" 
Call 952-356-0010 and get started today e www.mn-hypnosis.com 


HOME SERVICES 


www.houseliftinc.com 
4330 Nicollet Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 


612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 
MN LIC #BC378021 


SOS 


MAINTENANCE e REPAIR 
CARPENTRY * KITCHENS * TILING * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM * CONCRETE * DECKS * PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 
TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


da 


www.goodstuffmoving.com 


651-288-2808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 
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THE NETWORK 


HOME SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES 


OPTICAL 


A = Z ELECTRIC 


is We'llido (almost) anything A-Z! 


All forms of Home Services provided! 


No job too small * Residential or Commercial 
24 Hour Service * Licensed Bonded Insured 


Chris 612.275.2117 


Ad rA ORD 


HOME SERVICE 
ELECTRIC * HEATING * COOLING 
AUDIO * VIDEO + SECURITY 

LIFE. STYLE. INSTALLED" 


952-927-7194 BO 
www.staffordhomeservice.com facebook.com/StaffordHomeService 


MATT'S 
TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 


LICENSED AND INSURED 


“We'll go OUT on a limb for you." 


Serving the Metro Area 
FREE Estimates for Removal & Trimming 


Residential & Commercial Services 


ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 
Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping 
Stump Grinding * Storm Damage 
Lot Clearing ° Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Bore, Dutch Elm Disease and 
Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience * Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 
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ProHomeRenovating.com 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


HOUSE CLEANING 


GREEN AS A 
WHISTLE 


Residential & Commercial Cleaning Services 

The best clean with greent LE 

All 08 our products are non-toxic & biodegradable. 

Insured and bonded! 

Call Today! (651) 695-5522 * www.greenasawhistle.org 
oidi 


EA O Y EEE TT s 


L i © 
fP Cracie Showe Bi- 
Five lecariens te 


Segye youl 


Dwtn St. Paul Skyway 651-628-4444 
Burnsville Center 952-892-6666 
West St. Paul 651-450-6666 

New Brighton 651-636-3434 

Rogers 763-515-6065 


Toll Free 888-797-EYES 
www.spectacleshoppe.biz 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


INSURANCE 


Call me today to see how you can save when 
you combine your home and auto policies. 


(952) 233-0310 (CO) 
Allstate. 


DAVID KINNEY 
9358 ENSIGN AVE, BLOOMINGTON 
A060877@allstate.com 


Discount and insurance offered only with select companies and subject to availability and 
qualifications. Discount amount may be lower. Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance 
Company, Allstate Indemnity Company: Northbrook, IL © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company. 


Chris Way 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 


You're in good hands. 


AMERICAN FAMILY 
INSURANCE | 


07491 10/11 e 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 
6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 


Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


KE 
N 


FARMERS 


To Advertise in 
THE NETWORK 


Call 612-436-4698 


4 
*, | Pets Remembered 


Cremation Service 


Gentle, Sensitive 
One-at-a-time ae oe 
< 


(651) 633-4564 
| petsrememberedcremation.com 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Kate Heffelfinger, M.A., P.A. 


Licensed Psychologist 


Mindful Intentional Living 
Individual & Couples Therapy 
No Cost Initial Session 
Most Insurance Accepted. 
Visa/Mastercard accepted. 


SS 


Lake Pointe Centre 

3100 W. Lake St., Ste #419 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
612.922.9100 
kate_heffelfinger@msn.com 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist + 612-990-0649 
Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


= 


Convenient Midway Location 
2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


www.NorthlandTherapyCenter.com 


THE NETWORK 


Who 


PSYCHOTHERAPY will 


Julie Childs @ 


N P 
you? e | 


ES LICSW, LADC 


Coon Rapids 
4 Golden Valley 
jchilds ker apy St. Paul 
Woodbury 
Health & Wellness Coaching www.animalhumanesociety.org 
James L. Stolz, LICSW, Certified Wellness Coach animat humane society (763) 522-4325 
* Weight Management Also available... 
* Smoking Cessation * Chiropractic Care 
* Bariatric Support * Massage 
METROPOLITAN K m 
7300 France Ave, Edina, MN 55435 (952)288-2230 Inspiring Hope. 
— ; hanging Lives. 
REAL ESTATE - sng 


ld 
Ill drive A 
if you're buying. 
ANN LEVITON 


Broker/Owner 


Your OUT of the Ordinary 
Real Estate Specialist SV g? 


MAVRIK 
REALTY 
realestatefairy.com 


oles 270.5722 


k. SCOTT HAUBRICH 
- 


Help End 
Youth Homelessness. 


Walker 


Ane ~ 
Live Well... Invest Wisely! 
COLDWELL 


www.thenancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


"EST: 612.827.9537 


Each night, more than 2,500 youth in 


Remember how hard Minnesota are homeless. You can help. 


it was being a teenager? 


Imagine doing it alone. LSS Homeless Youth Luncheon 
Minneapolis 
We meet homeless youth May 2, 2012 
where they are and accept o F 
them for who they are. LSS Night at the St. Paul Saints 
We have honest conversations; Strike Out Youth Homelessness! 
July 17, 2012 


You can now 
see the 
network 
online 


without judgment, 
without leaving. 


Ronnie, Nicole and Enzi 
LSS Street Outreach Team 


ONLINE MAGAZINE. LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM 


vision that all people have the opportunity to live and work in 


e opportunity of Minnesota 
community with dignity, safety and hope. 


for changing lives 


Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota is committed to the Va] Lutheran Social Service 
ZA 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Commu- 
nity Connection, call 612-436- 
4698 or email advertising 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 

recovery solutions. Helping people 

reclaim their lives from the disease of 
iction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


AIDS/HIV & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 


Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, 


Food Shelf and Supportive Services. 
730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 


aliveness.org 


HIM Program - Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
www.Sto E MINI com 
www.inSPOT.org/Minnesota 
www.Capsprogram.orga 


Minnesota AIDS Project 

AlDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

BA 373-AIDS (metro) or 
800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals 

to participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 


(612) 625-7472 


ART GALLERIES 


Minneapolis Institute of Arts 

Enjoy Masterpieces From All Over 

The World And Every Period Of 

Human History. Free Admission 
ally! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 


ARTS ORGANIZATIONS 


Zeitgeist Arts 

Café - Cinema - Theater 
“Let us entertain you!” 
Zeitgeist Arts Building 

E. Superior St. 

Duluth, M 

218) 722-9100 Café 
218) 722-7300 Cinema 
218) 336-1414 Theater 


www.zeitgeistarts.com 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


EDUCATION 

Minnesota Internship Center 
Charter School 
"Everyone Welcome Except Bullies." 
HS diploma, free bus pass, work 
readiness, support services, diverse, 
Fabulous! 

Sabathani Community Center 

310 E. 38th St., Rm LL-9 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 722-5416 


www.mnic.org 


Alliance Francaise 

wets all things French are l 
appening in the Twin Cities! 

13 N. Ts St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-0436 


www.afmsp.org 


William Mitchell College of Law 
Minnesota's largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888).962-5529 
www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENTS 


Minneapolis Bike Tour 

Annual bike ride in September 
supporting Minneapolis Parks. 

Fully supported route, refreshments 
and music in finish area. 

2117 W. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 230-6400 
www.minneapolisbiketour.com 
mplsbiketour@minneapolisparks.org 


FITNESS 
YWCA of Minneapolis 


Serving men, women and families in 
an inclu 

Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 
Midtown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 215-4118 
www.ywcampls.org 


sive, welcoming environment. 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family 
Tree! Offering respectful, affordable 
sexual health service to meet your 
needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 

Park Nicollet 

Park Nicollet Health Services offers 
the personalized care 

and support you deserve for your 
health, healing and learning. 
3850 Park Nicollet Blvd. 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 993-3123 
www.parknicollet.com 
www.tacebook.com/parknicollet 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 


1619 Dayton Ave., No. 105 
St. Paul MN 


t. Paul, 
(651) 641-0969 
www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 


KFAI 

Radio without boundaries. 
1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 341-3144 
www.kfai.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 

station of the University of Minnesota 
1st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 

Minneapolis, 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MEN'S HEALTH 


Among Men 

Educates and supports men to 
develop a greater confidence around 
their sexuality and sexual health. 
1300 S. 2nd St., Ste. 300 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 626-7937 
amongmen@umn.edu 
www.amongmen.org 


MUSEUM 


Science Museum of Minnesota 

The Science Museum is the Upper 

Midwest's must-see, must-do museum. 

120 W. Kellogg Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 

i 221-2547 
ttp://www.smm.org 


Walker Art Center 

Internationally recognized as a 
leading venue for the presentation of 
the art of our time. 

1750 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, 

(612) 375-7600 

www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Brazen Theatre 

Plays, musicals, cabaret and other 
entertainment for adventurous 
audiences. 

See individual ads for venue 
(612) 244-4606 


www.brazentheatre.org 


Guthrie Theater 

A nationally acclaimed cultural 
destination, home to three unique 
theaters, dining, tours, classes and 
more. 

818 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Grand-scale musicals & fearless 

dramas, personal accounts & 
anoramic views: Garland, Civil War, 
968, a Diary, & Gangsters! 

30 East 10th Street 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 

www.HistoryTheatre.com 

Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing 

artists and Dew. work while sparking 

conversation about challenging 
uman issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th FI. 

Minneapolis, 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


James Sewell Ballet 

Nationally renowned contemporary 
ballet company based in the Twin 
Cities and touring the world. 

528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 215 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 672-0480 
www.jsballet.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
999 ornooa. 

ach Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
(612) 822-7063 
www.JungleTheater.com 


Minneapolis Musical Theatre 
“Giving Voice to the Human 

Experience” - New and Rarely-Seen 

Musicals. 

8520 W. 29th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 605-3298 

www.aboutmmt.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

le Music Director Osmo Vänskä, 
the Minnesota Orchestra, one 

of America’s leading symphony 
orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 371-5656 

800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the MPO presents 
innovative, high quality orchestral 
erformances. 
.O. Box 6116 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 656-5676 
www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 

Professional, multi-racial company, 
romotes cultural pluralism and 

individual equality through artistic 

excellence. 

1501 S. 4th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 

www.mixedblood.com 


Mu Performing Arts 
Is the 2nd largest pan-Asian 
erforming arts organization in the 
.S., and is home fo Theater Mu, an 
Asian American theater company, 
and Mu Daiko, a Japanese taiko 
drumming group. 
5 Wabasha St. N., Suite 140, 
St.Paul, MN 55102 
[651 789-1012 
ttp://www.muperforming arts.org 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

A legacy of presenting diverse world- 
class dance and music artists. 

(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway, Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creatin 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 
www.ordway.org 


Park Square Theatre 

Creating entertainment that matters; 
transporting you to unique worlds 
through exceptional talent and 
mastertul stories. 

20 West Seventh Pl. Saint Paul, MN 
(651) 291-7005 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Pillsbury House 

Get closer than ever before to 
thrilling contemporary theatre and 
the Twin Cities best actors. 

3501 Chicago Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0708 ext. 117 
www.pillsburyhousetheatre.org 
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Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www.latteda.org 


The Lab Theater 

6000-square foot warehouse in 
the heart of downtown presenting 
immersive theatrical events. 

700 N. 1st St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 333-7977 
www.thelabtheater.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PETS/PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 523-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Greyhound Pets of America- 
Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes 

for retired racing greyhounds. 
Greyhounds are calm, 
good-natured, and make excellent 
pets. 

info@gpa-mn.org 
www.gpa-mn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 Minneapolis, MN 


www.twincities.hrc.org www.hrc.org 


Marry Me Minnesota 

Founded by same-sex couples suin 
the State for marriage equality. We 
welcome your support. 

P. O. Box 22256 

Robbinsdale, MN 

(763) 219-1206 


www.marrymeminnesota.org 


Minnesota Log Cabin 
Republicans 

Inclusion Wins. 

115 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 


www.mnlogcabin.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education and training, and law. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 305-6900 

www.tcpride.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

All God’s Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

Faith for all. 

3100 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 


www.agcmcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 
We welcome all people to discover, 


celebrate and share the love of Christ. 


333 Twelfth St. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Central Presbyterian Church 
Size isn't everything. Connections 
and intimacy of a small church in a 
majestic space. 

500 Cedar Street 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 224-4728 


www.cpestpaul.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Churc 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God's 
YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 

First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


First Congregational Church of 
Minnesota 

500 8th Ave. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 331-3816 


www.firstchurchmn.org 


First Unitarian Society 
Proclaiming together: We are all 
worthy. Sunday services at 10:30. 
900 Mount Curve Ave. 
Minneapolis MN 

(612) 377-6608 


www firstunitarian.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey With 
Hennepin's Faith Community Through 
Worship, Education, Fellowship, 
Service, and More. 


511 Groveland Ave. Minneapolis, 
MN 
(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 

Church, 

A covenant network congregation 

welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227.631 

www.hohchurch.org 

Mayflower Community 

Congre-gational United Church 

of Christ 

An open and affirming, peace with 

justice church welcomes you. 

106 E. Diamond Lake Rd. 

l-35 & Diamond Lake Rd.) 
inneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0761 

www.mayflowermpls.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. 
Progressive Christianity, Traditional 
Setting & Service, Social Action, The 
Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 


www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
ourney... 

t. Mark's Welcomes You. 
519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 

Church with Wingspan Ministry 

+ PASTORAL CARE + EDUCATIO 

+ WITNESS + ADVOCACY + 

Outreach of St. Paul-Reformation 

Church to the GLBTQA Community. 

100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-3371 

www.stpaulref.org 

St. Paul’s United Church of 

Christ 

A vibrant, re-vitalizing metro 

congregation welcoming "you" on 

God's journey of love and justice. 

900 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-5809 

www.SPUCConSummit.org 

Union Congregational United 

Church of Christ 

Socially and theologicall 
rogressive. Open and affirming. A 

fost eace' church, founded in 1883. 

3700 Alabama Ave. S. 

St. Louis Park, MN 

952-929-8566 


www.unionslp.com 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender idenity. 

Www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as 
Generous 

and Just as God's Grace. 

eee Mall at 12th St. Minneapolis, 


(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


SOCIAL JUSTICE 
Community Shares of 
Minnesota 

Community Shares of Minnesota 
raises funds and awareness for 
local organizations fighting for justice 
and equality. 

1619 Dayton Avenue, Suite 323 
St.Paul, M 

(651) 647-0440 
changeisbetter.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

Lutheran Social Services of 
Minnesota 

Wholly committed to making life 
better for our most vulnerable citizens 
since 1865 


2485 Como Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 
(651) 642-5990 


www.lssmn.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players as we 
celebrate 32 years of gay softball in 
Minnesota. 

PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Afton Area Business Association 
Visit the historic St. Croix river town o 
Afton, ; 

Unique shopping, orchards, dining, 
wine bar, activities, B&B. 
www.aftonmnarea.com 


Discover Stillwater 
The perfect day trip...or weekend 
etaway! 
istoric Rivertown. Birthplace of 
Minnesota. 
Minutes from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/ 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stillwater/Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
511 Hemlock St. So. 
Stillwater MN 55082 
(651-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Door County Visitor Bureau 
Your stories. Our setting. Like 
nowhere else. Door County, 
Wisconsin 

P.O. Box 406 

Sturgeon Bay, WI 

(808) 52-RELAX (7-3529) 
www.doorcounty.com 

Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and B & B's. Attractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Milwaukee 

Playing host to guests looking for 

fun getaways & those in town to get 
eals done. 

648 N. Plankinton Ave., Suite 425 

Milwaukee, WI 

(800) 554-1448 


www.visitmilwaukee.org 


Visit Stockholm Wisconsin 

Small Village...Big Arts 

Small town charm, old world 

roots, world class culture. One of 
Midwest Liyings “Top 10 Small Town 
Getaway's"Come spend the weekend 
with us! 
www.stockholmwisconsin.com 


zoos 

Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 


I 3000 Zoo Bd 
e valle 
(952) 431-0200 


www.mnzoo.org 
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Heal Weddings: 


CHLOE WONG 

AND JEANA MOSSER 

Date of Wedding: May 22, 2011 
Ceremony and Reception: River Oaks Golf 
Course, Cottage Grove 

Photography: Studio Same 


4640 Mounthall Terrace, Minnetonka 


NC 


Uh Le 
want i - nd 


Kevinn Tam 
WhenDoYouWantToMove.com | 612-821-4250 | KevinnTam@EdinaRealty.com 
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One of the finest examples of Herb 
Bloomberg's homes, this 3-bedroom, 4-bath 
home is ideally sited on a secluded, hilltop 
setting. It's been lovingly maintained & 
updated, and features outstanding amenities 
indoors and out. It's also the perfect home for 
entertaining. $899,000 


Edina Realty. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


EMPLOYMENT 


Landscape Gardening Positions: Part 
and full time, NE Mpls. Have valid DL, 
clean professional appearance, strong 
communication. 8-10 hours per day. Avail. late 
March. Email NEmplsgarden(dgmail.com for 
details. 


HOME FURNISHING 


COTTAGE HOUSE e An Occasional Market e 
Next sale: PARIS APARTMENT! APRIL 11, 
12, 13, 14, 15, Wed. 1-7pm, Th-Fri 10am-7pm, 
Sat-Sun 10am-6pm. © 4304 Chicago Ave. S., 
Minneapolis, MN. www.thecottagehousempls. 
com 


HOME SERVICES 


PRO TEAM PAINTING PLUS. Complete 
Interior & Exterior Painting. Plus Carpentry 
Services. Call: (651) 917-2881 or go to www. 
proteampaintingplus.com. 


MEDIATION 


Patrick R. Burns, Atty., Mediator, Arbitrator: 
Private dispute resolution. Achieve legally 
enforceable results and peace through 
mediation or arbitration. Tel: (612) 875-1022. 
www.resolve.pro. 


PET SITTING & WALKING 


We walk dogs! Bark Avenue, Etc. Insured 
and Bonded. Dog Walking and Pet Sitting 
{cats too!). Energetic. Responsible. Flexible. 
www.barkavenueminneapolis.com. mbla 
barkavenueminneapolis.com. (612) 423-4523. 
Twin Cities Metro Area. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


DENNIS CHRISTIAN, LICSW. (612) 940-7033. 
www.dennischristian.com. 


Specialists in Women's Issues for almost 
2 years. Self esteem, uncoupling, 
communication issues, depression, grief/ 
loss, family/ job stress, codependency, coming 
out, and more. Insurance/ sliding fee scale. 
SUZANNE KRAMER: (612) 275-2653, www. 
thegatecounseling.com. 


TOM GLASER, MS, PSYCHOLOGIST « COACH 
* CELEBRANT. (612) 240-4289. http://www. 
tomglaserlp.com/. 


DIANA SNYDER, LICSW  Psychodynamic 
and Eclectic/Creative approach. 22+ years. 
Individual and Family. Specializing in: anxiety, 
depression, relationships, self esteem. LGBT. 
Alternative lifestyles. Cultural diversity. 
English/Spanish. Uptown. (612) 272-6488. 
Snyder.tk. 


RENTALS-RESIDENTIAL 


One bedroom plus den in Uptown. Hardwood 
floors, walk-in closet, balcony, washer/ 
dryer, fitness center, outdoor pool. Close to 
everything. $1620. (800) 787-4815. 


Two bedroom loft style Minneapolis apartment 
with concrete floors, pool, fitness center, walk- 
in closet, balcony, washer/dryer, stainless 
kitchen. New building close to everything. 
$1970. (800) 787-4815. 


SENIOR HOUSING 


Senior Woman's Housing - Nota Nursing Home. 
Sheridan House in Richfield provides 24- 
hour care for five. Private rooms, lovable dog, 
fellowship, community. Dementia and general 
care. Licensed. County funds or private. 16 
years experience. WAMM member Sally, (612) 
866-4637. www.sheridanhouseforseniors.com. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting in 
bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in South 
Minneapolis @ (612) 306-6323. 


A Man's Touch Massage - Complete & discreet 
full body massage. Masculine responsive 
masseur with great personality. Seven days a 
week 10a-10p. Call Jeffrey at (612) 581-8171. 
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FOLLOW US. LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM 


Lavender offers you 
more great ways to 
Stay Connected! 
Become a fan of Big Gay News and Lavender on 
Facebook & Twitter to receive alerts and invitations 
Download Big Gay News & Wanda Wisdom at iTunes.com. 
Have the latest local, national, and international news 


Listen to Wanda Wisdom's daily radio show, and check 
out her hilarious videos on YouTube.com. 


You 


Tube 


1 
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A lot happens between 
9 and noon. 


Countless life-shaping events occur between nine and noon. 


And a lot happens every day on 7he Daily Circuit. Host 

Kerri Miller and Tom Weber cover the most important issues 
and interview newsmakers of all kinds: politicians, authors, 
innovators, educators, artists and everyday people in the news. 


The Daily 
O Circuit 


#dailycircuit 


Listen weekdays 
9 a.m. to noon. 


Stay connected 
all day at mprnews.org 


Minneapolis 


952.938.8700 
763.226.2929 


St. Paul 
651.305.2737 


Other local numbers: 


1-888-634-2628 
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Heal Weddings: 


CHRISTINA THOMPSON AND 
KAREN (SELLS) THOMPSON 
Date of Wedding: October 15, 2010, 

egally married December 16, 2010 

Dating Since: March 16, 2006 

Ceremony and Reception: 413 on Wacouta, 
St. Paul 
Photography: MorganPhotography.biz 


Christina knew the best way to propose to 
her first mate, Karen--in the tugboat on top 

of the Science Museum. After making Karen 
rek all around the museum, Christina finally 
popped the question in the place where 

hey had their first date. Though Karen was 
completely ecstatic, she made Christina get 
one knee and formally propose before she 
said yes. The two eagerly planned their whole 
wedding themselves, choosing vendors and 
assistants that made each part of their special 
day unforgettable. 
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Pick a color. Any color. 
(Really) 


TRUE (C ZERO 
Luther LEASING 


FIAT 500 Pops starting at $14,990 
MSRP $16,100 


i 


GENTLEMEN, THIS IS VODKA. | 


PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY. 
KETEL ONE Vodka. Distilled from Wheat. 4096 Alc/Vol. 
€2012 Imported by Ketel One USA, Aliso Viejo, CA. 


Inspired by 300 years of UY 


ri 


